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OCTOBER
6 (Sun)

10:00 a.m.

8 (Tues)
14 (Mon)
20 (Sun)
21 (Mon)

7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
9:30 a.m.
7:00 p.m.

22 (Tues)

6:00 p.m.

28 (Mon)

7:00 p.m.

Eshinni/Kakushinni and Monthly
Shotsuki Memorial Service
Board Meeting
Ikebana Class
Family Service
BEC "Temple Food" by CCMA Greg
Mukai @ Fowler BC
Golf Club Annual Dinner Meeting @
Cosmopolitan Tavern & Italian Grill
Ikebana Class

2019

Autumn with the sky clear and blue, and horses growing stout."
We are really entering fall weather in the valley. I trust you all are doing well,
but please take care of your health at the turn of the season. By the way, fall
season is the best season for studying. Why don’t we remind ourselves of about
our background as a Shin Buddhist before entering the busy holiday season?
I humbly interpreted a passage from the Sūtra that Shinran Shōnin was most
cited. Please read it as many times as you must, and memorize the passage that
our family has cherished for hundreds of years.
Buddha said to Ānanda:
"Oh, Ānanda, an ordinary people can only embody the state of buddha-nature
by Nenbutsu inheritance, and assuredly follow the path to enlightenment.”
Why is this so?
The reason is that solely in the state of buddha-nature there are no harsh conditions or uncertainties.
A numerous number of awakened ones in the ten regions of the universe, which are as many as the sands of the
Ganges, praise the Buddha’s immeasurable wisdom and grace; even any god cannot comprehend these
inconceivable virtues.
All sentient beings can hear the sound of Buddha’s universal prayer, called ‘Myōgō’, which becomes a sole
cause of the individual buddha-nature. When each and every individual buddha-nature emerges with the
Nenbutsu interdependently, by the cause of merciful words of prayer that targeted the conditions of our piledup evil ‘Karma’, our hearts fill with utmost joy by such a miraculous moment; anyone who could own the truthreality jointly with the Buddha shall feel this way in one moment.
The Buddha delivered the Nenbutsu because it is the best suitable expression of teaching for all beings that are
influenced by the 108 blind passions.
At the moment of responding to Buddha’s universal prayer for living the true-and-real life, our buddha-nature
is manifested with our Nenbutsu.
Thus, it is only those practicing followers of the Nenbutsu that can escape those deadly karmas such as the five
grave offenses as well as the slander of the buddha-dharma. With those followers as the main target, Buddha
crafts his message.
In Gassho,
‘Myōgō’ comes alive as “Namu Amitābhaḥ” in Buddha’s natural voice, which is pronounced as ‘na mō mi
tā bhaḥ’
P.S. One ought to know that there is no power in the Nenbutsu itself. Its power derives from Śākyamuni Buddha
who recites the Nenbutsu, whose wisdom is already completed.

Where did the Black Robe tradition come from and how did Shinran
Shonin treat it?
I have already been in Central California (CC) for 2 months! You may think, “it
is only 2 months”, but I have been attending various meetings at CC temples
and churches. Recently we had a CC schedule meeting for 2020 at Fresno
Betsuin. The schedule includes Sunday Service speaker assignments, Seminar
dates and various temple/church activities. Our current 2019 schedule was
created last year so there is no assignments for me in the current schedule!
We’ve already asked some guest speakers to deliver their Dharma messages
at CC temples/churches for the rest of 2019. Wherever we found empty spots
in the Sunday speaker schedule for 2019, my name is added. Please expect that you will see me at your
temple/church at random. I will speak at each temple/church routinely from 2020. When I am a speaker for
Sunday, I usually provides the Puppet Show (Dharma talk for Children) and Adult Dharma talk. Some people
say, “we don’t have Dharma School, so we don’t need a talk for children.” My response is simple, “if we like
to see children running around the temple, we need to maintain activities for children. Children and their
parents will not stop at temple, if there is no activity provided for them. That is why I provide the Puppet show
whether or not the temple has Dharma School.” Let us make our temple/church Kids Friendly!
In the last Newsletter, I wrote on the significance of the Black Robe and I explained why it is black in color. In
this issue, I would like to write on the origin of the Black robe and how Shinran Shonin treated it. Do you know
where the black robe custom originated? When I studied Chinese Confucianism at graduate school, I
researched how their teaching and philosophy influenced their local society. In the 7th Century, one of the
Christian sects, Nestorian visited China. They were the first missionary officially invited by a Chinese emperor.
Their leader was Persian, but his group of people wore a Chinese style black robe. The Chinese style black robe
was used by the Confucian masters and their devout followers. Although Confucianism started as the teaching
of moral philosophy and social behavior/rule, their followers religiously praised the founder of Confucianism
as like a god. The Chinese emperor in the 7th Century eagerly emphasized the importance of Confucianism to
his people. It was natural for Nestorian to discuss how to deal with Confucianism. After their consideration
and discussion, they changed some teachings, such as “show your loyalty to the emperor, and practice filial
piety.” They also changed their appearance. They grew beards, wore a black hat, and a black cloth. They were
almost identical to Confucian masters. It indicated Confucianization of Christianity. The consideration is also
discussed by Catholic missions in the 17th Century. Such change also influenced Buddhism. The origin of
Buddhism is India. Some Chinese emperors suppressed Buddhism as a foreign philosophy and some others
treated it well. It was natural for the Buddhist masters to observe their King’s interests to Buddhism carefully.
It is known as the reason why the Buddhist robe is black.
Then you may wonder how Shinran Shonin, Jodo Shinshu founder, treated the black robe. You may think
“Reverend Shinran Shonin” wears a robe, and so it should be treated as holy or sacred. What do you think?
My answer is Yes and NO! I’d like to share a story for the reason I say “no”. Shinran was exiled to Northeastern
(Echigo region) Japan when he was 33. Eight years later, he was discharged and moved to Northern Tokyo
Area (Kanto region). He spent almost 20 years in the area. When he turned 60, he decided to go back to his
birthplace, Kyoto. On the way to Kyoto, he stopped at Kamakura, the capital of Samurai-warriors, which is
maintained by the Hojo clan. The clan requested Shinran to help proofread Chinese Buddhist texts. To reward
proofreaders (Buddhist monks) for their service, the 5th head of the clan, Tokiyori Hojo, provided drinks and
seafood to them. All monks, except for Shinran took their robes off and started to eat and drink. Tokiyori was
9 years old, and he questioned Shinran, “why don’t you take your robe off?” Shinran answered, “Other monks
understand when they eat meat, they must take their robe off. I’ve never seen such a wonderful food, so I

completely forgot.” A few days later, Tokiyori served fish again to monks. Shinran again did not take his robe
off. Tokiyori asked same question again, “why don’t you take your robe off?” Shinran responded, “I forgot
again.” Tokiyori got upset and said, “you may think I don’t understand your intention because I am only 9
years old. Tell me why you don’t take your robe off.” Shinran finally explained, “as the Buddhist tradition,
there used to many precepts in the past. Nowadays, they virtually don't exist. There is no precept to preserve
so that we don’t have precepts to break. Although I have a shaved head and wear a Black robe like an authentic
monk, my real nature is not different from people in general. I am just an ordinary person and so I eat
whatever an ordinary person eats. Other lives sacrificed their life and became food for me. I wish they will be
enlightened. I have no wisdom or virtue to let something such as this fish I eat, to be enlightened. The robe is
the symbol of the Buddha’s enlightenment in the past, present and future. When I wear a robe and eat fish, I
sincerely hope that the great virtue of the Buddha touches the fish and the fish will receive the benefit of
enlightenment through the robe.” (ref. Kuden-sho, Chapter 8)
Shinran does not intend Tokiyori to believe the robe has the magical power. He himself does not have any
power to be enlightened or let something to be enlightened. By wearing the robe all the time, he encourages
others to be aware of the importance of the Buddha’s teachings. On the other hand, other authentic monks
take their robe off to excuse themselves from their monastic duties, when they eat meat. He treated the Black
robe with the sense of reverence to the Buddha Dharma and as the symbol of the living Dharma. When I wear
my Black robe, I say to myself that “I wear the robe, not because I am a holy being or better than others, but
I wear the robe as an ordinary person, to promote Buddhism.”
I like to carry the spirit of Shinran throughout my life, and I am happy to maintain myself as an ordinary person,
not as Sensei.
Gassho.

BUDDHIST CHURCH OF FOWLER

Monthly Board Meeting

Sept. 10, 2019

Members Present: Ron Yoshimoto, Kimihiro Sera, Gerald Nakayama, Barton Ashida, Cherie
Nakayama, Gary Mukai, Craig Honda, Diane Eskelsen, Rick Miyasaki, Greg Mukai, Karen Mukai,
Arlene Keithley, Maxine Yoshimoto, Joan Yamaguchi, Ken Hashimoto, Kevin Nagata, Kaz Nakata,
Aiko Kamine, Craig Sakaguchi, Tayoko Honda.
I

Welcome/Gassho: Meeting was call to order by Pres. Barton Ashida 7:10 p.m. Gassho by
Rev Kaz Nakata.

II Treasurer’s Report: Treasure’s Report submitted by Ron Yoshimoto. Motion to Accept by
Gary Mukai & second by Rick Miyasaki, motion passed.
III Approval of 07/09/2019 Minutes: correction was made, Motion to approve Minutes by
Craig Sakaguchi & 2nd by Cherie Nakayama, motion passed.
IV Old Business
A) Obon – Food Booth went well. Overlap on Hotdog sale.
B) Keiro Day: Sun 9/15/2019, 11:00 lunch: beef kebob & baked Salmon, Food Prep Sat
9/14/2019 5:00pm, Donations from;
Clarice Hardy $900.00 & Nikkei Foundation $400.00 plus gift bags. Service 2:00 pm. Speaker
- Rev Kuwahara. Officiate by Rev Nakata.
C) Church Clean Up, 7:00am – District 1 & 2, Need everyone’s help.
D) Minister Update – Rev Nakata to correct his business card to read from “Fresno Betsuin
Buddhist Temple” to “Central Cal Buddhist Temple”.
E) CCDSTL fund; Gary Mukai is working on acquiring funds for projector, camera, & computer
to stream services from Orange County Buddhist Church through BCA. Youth building to
accommodate two-door refrigerator for youth building kitchen.
G) Other- Rev Nakata presented four categories; 1) Minister 2) Rev/Kiyoshi 3) Minister
Assistant
is now Ministerial Assistant, Trainee, 4) Helper/Youth.
V New Business
A) 16th World Buddhist Women’s Convention; 1,700 delegates expected, 11 from Fowler going
to San Francisco.
B) Fall MAP Seminar; Oct. 3rd -5th, Greg Mukai attending, FBC will cover Registration and Room.
C) Bishop Election September 28th; only one Rev Jerry Kyosei Hirano. Fowler Buddhist Church
will Abstain from voting for him.
D) Adult Dharma School, Clarice Hardy volunteers to host snacks and light lunches.
E) Hondo A/C Greg Mukai will check into servicing 6 A/C units. Allocating $1,000.00 for toilet
improvement & $4,000.00 to rewiring Youth building. Ken Hashimoto & Ron Yoshimoto
approved.
F) October & December Toban; Oct. Irene Hara & Janie Yuen, Dec. District V.
G) Mrs. Inouye Requests; Calligraphy Class Notices in the White Path. Aiko Kamine will check
into it.

H) Sleeping Bag- Valene Kuramoto missing/looking for sleeping bag
I) Other; 1)Nembutsu Seminar Sept 29th at Fowler Buddhist Church. Lunch curry rice
served-Kenny Hashimoto. 2) Fowler Buddhist Church Rummage Sale in March 2020. 3)
Thank you Note to Laurie Nalbandian will be sent by Cherie Nakayama.
A)
B)
C)
D)
E)

VI
Reports
Jr YBA: N/R
BWA; Service for Eshini & Kakushini
Fishing Club – N/R
Golf Club – Spencer Nakayama – champion for last half
CCDC, V&P, CCMAC, BCA; Reinstated BCA dues, Sept 22 Family Service

VII Communications/Announcements
VIII Next Meeting October 8th, 2019
IX Acknowledgements/Gassho; Thank you District 1&2: Refreshments; Kenny Hashimoto, Rick
Miyasaki, Aik0 Kamine
Gassho; Sensei Karen Mukai,

Meeting closed 8:30

Submitted by Craig & Tayoko Honda

ESHINNI/KAKUSHINNI AND
OCTOBER SHOTSUKI
MEMORIAL SERVICE
The
Eshinni/Kakushinni
and
Shotsuki Monthly Memorial Service
will be held on Sunday, October 6th
at 10:00 a.m. A light lunch will be
served by the BWA.

Ayako Kondo
Toshiye Miyasaki
Nofuku Yokomi
Ross Seiji Sakaguchi
Russell Matsumoto
CHURCH TOBAN FOR OCTOBER
District III

The Shotsuki names for the month
of October are:
Chiyoto Matsumoto
Shinayo Miyasaki
Ben Shimizu
Teruo Arasuna
Hachiroemon Nishina
Kaoru Kamikawa
Hiroso Yamamoto
Seki Masuoka
Ume Takimoto
Shinayo Tokubo
Kinjiro Kato
Sasayo Nakagawa
Shigeru Morita
Kumi Fujikawa
Geraldine Kawano
Peaches Sugimoto
Ayako Honda
Fred Kato
Nobuo Roy Yosako
Yoshiye Nakata
Deborah Asakawa Lee
Yoshio Floyd Honda
Johnson Shimizu
Deviroi Namito Gibson
Shizue Hirasuna
George Taniguchi
Shizuko Emma Kawano
Toshio Kawamoto
George Shoichi Miyasaki

Riji:

Kimihiro Sera
Kevin Nagata

Toban:

Aiko Kamine
Janie Yuen
Irene Hara

Toban Chairperson’s Duties
1. Schedule one general clean-up
for the month.
2. Water landscape once per week.
3. Refreshments for meetings.
4. Open Church early before a
service or event. Turn on heat or
air conditioning.
5. Bring refreshments for monthly
Shotsuki service.
6. Bring two Obupan (rice) for
monthly Shotsuki service.
7. Furnish
the
fruit
and
cookies/manju for Osonae.
8. Lock-up Church after service or
event. Make sure heat/air
conditioner is turned off.
9. Co-chair funeral meetings during
your month

OCTOBER BOARD MEETING
The October Board meeting will be
Tuesday, October 8th at 7:00 p.m.

BWA NEWS
We would like to thank the Teraoka
Family for their $300 donation in
memory of Mary Teraoka.
A service for Eshinni, wife of
Shinran, and Kakushinni, daughter
of Shinran, will be held on Sunday,
October 6 at 10:00 a.m. BWA will
serve a light lunch following the
service. District I and II are in charge
of lunch preparation with help
serving from the In church October
toban.
Please mark Sunday, December 1
on your calendar for the Bonenkai
Service starting at 10:00 a.m.,
followed by lunch and bingo. We
would like to take a group picture of
the BWA members after the service.
The next meeting will be on October
26 at 9:00 a.m.

BUDDHIST EDUCATION
PROGRAM
On Monday, October 21st at 7:00
p.m. at the Fowler Church, CCMA
Greg Mukai will discuss temple food.
A short film and samples of temple
food will be provided after the
presentation.

SEPTEMBER 2019 DONATIONS
OHIGAN
$25.00
$20.00

Ken & Janie Yuen
Ron & Maxine Yoshimoto

Obon
$20.00

Sally Yemoto

Shotsuki
$100.00
$ 50.00
$ 50.00
$ 30.00
$ 30.00

Ken Ishimoto
Fukushima Family
Tim, Vickie & TJ Allison
Sally Yemoto
Mrs. Eiko Ii
Mrs. Yoshiye Ii
Keith & Karen

$ 25.00
Tonooka
$ 25.00
Emler Family
$ 20.00 Kim & George Hashimoto
$ 20.00 Tosh & Mitsuye Shinkawa
$ 20.00
Carol
Takahashi
$ 20.00
Arthur Yosako
$ 20.00
Ben & Noreen Yosako
$ 20.00
Cindy Inouye

In Memory of Toshio & Tomoko
Kawamoto
$250.00 Robert, Deanna & Emma
Hanashiro

In Memory of Takashi (13th year)
& Anne (7th Year) Ideta

In Memory of Mary Teraoka
Funeral

$300.00

$500.00

Fukushima & Allison
Families

In Memory of Nofuko Yokomi
$100.00
$100.00
$100.00
$100.00
$100.00

Doizaki Family
Kazuko Doizaki
Karen Arita Family
Ernest & Kiyo Doizaki
Wendy & Ted Tukloff

The Teraoka Family

