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MONTHLY BULLETIN VOL.   507                                      MAY  2021 

MAY 

 

 

May 31 - Selma Cemetery Service - 9:00 am - Rev. Karen Mukai 

             - Fowler Cemetery Service - 9:00 am - Craig Honda 

             - Memorial Day Service - Fowler Buddhist Church -  

               10:00 am - Craig Honda 

 

Due to the concerns of Covid-19, all regular in-person Sunday services, 

classes and activities will continue to be on hold until further notice.  

 

 

We appreciate your patience and understanding. 

We hope everyone remains safe and healthy. 

 

 

Namo Amida Butsu 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Family “Hoji” Memorial Service Becomes a Foundation of 

our Dharma Living 

The American family of today is changing diversely; family and 

relatives are scattered in various places, and the time of the 

younger generation living alone is getting longer. There are 

fewer opportunities for “life” connections in recent years. In 

such an environment, it can be said that the significance of 

having the yearly “Hoji” Memorial Service, in which family 

and close relatives gather under the circumstance of 

remembering the beloved deceased, is great. 

 

First, you can feel the deep vertical connection of "life" that has been handed down with 

the feeling of remembering the direct linage. 

Second, by gathering related people, everyone will be embraced in remembering a great 

"life" and live together; that is the horizontal connection of "life" that will be enjoyed. 

 

Here we have the phrase: "To listen to the Buddha-dharma is to wash away the dirt on 

your mind." 

 

Every year, there is a ceremony for a baby’s first visit to encounter the Buddha Dharma, 

and every year without exception, every baby has clean and pure eyes. When I look at 

those beady eyes, I always feel shame myself. The reason why the baby's eyes are clean 

is that the baby has no malicious intentions in his/her mind.  Entering adulthood, various 

malicious thoughts occur in our mind, and our eyes become dull. It's a sad reality, isn’t 

it? 

 

That's why we must always wash away the dirt on our mind. We do wash our face and 

body every day. But isn't it unexpectedly easy to forget to wash our heart/mind?  Just 

like washing our face and body every day, if we don't wash our mind every day, dirt 

will pile up immediately. 

 



 

Wash away the dirt on your mind:  Be sure to face the family “O-Butsudan” shrine once 

a day, put both palms together in Gassho, and say the Nenbutsu, reminding oneself of 

Buddha’s merciful wisdom and kindness. 

 

It is an important way of life to wash away the dirt on your mind.  Then listen to the 

Dharma and practice the Dharma on a daily basis.  It is an occasion that we get treatment 

for the heart/mind disease from the Buddha. We all have a symptomatic disease in our 

heart/mind. 

 

The diagnosis by the Buddha is below: 

A disease that if we like it, we indulge in wanting it endlessly. 

A disease that makes us get angry immediately if we don't like it. 

A disease that makes us doze off immediately when we start to listen to important and 

serious stories. 

A disease that makes us not pay attention to what we are eating and drinking; whether 

it is room temperature, hot or cold. 

A disease that makes us stick to fame and fortune. 

A disease that makes us speak evil of others but hesitates to praise them, etc. 

There is no end to counting the diseases. 

 

The only heart/mind (“soul” in English and “kokoro” in Japanese) that has no lie and 

no delusion is empathizing me, embracing me and fostering me. It is amitābhaḥ of the 

Śākyamuni Buddha. This true-and-real parental love heals our disease, washes away 

the piled-up dirt on our heart/mind, and even though our life lasts for merely less than 

100 years, we will continuously be able to head toward the Buddha-realm. Only the 

Nenbutsu opens up the great path of unobstructed freedom without any lies.  No matter 

how I wash it or keep washing it, my heart will soon become dirty, so I have no choice 

but to live and practice Buddha-dharma for the rest of my life. 

 

We can practice the Buddha-dharma by remembering our family members who have 

passed away.  Family “Hoji” Memorial Service is an important opportunity to convey 

the life as a true-and-real human being who follows the path to Buddhahood to the next 

generation. 

 

Please make your family reunion a reality through a Family “Hoji” Memorial Service. 

There are Family “Hoji” Memorial Services at appropriate intervals; such as, the 49th 

day, 100th day, 1st year, 3rd year, 7, 13, 17, 25, 33, 50, and every 50 years thereafter; 



 

such as, the 100 year, 150, 200, and so on. These individual “Nenki Hōyō” (yearly 

services) are usually held privately by the family, relatives, and friends. Also there are 

O-Bon and O-Higan, which are the memorials for all of our ancestors.  If this is the year 

of an anniversary and a great opportunity for a family reunion, please choose a date and 

time that is easy for everyone to get together. 

 

At the Buddhist churches, due to the current pandemic situation, we are conducting 

Zoom Dharma Hoji Services on the internet.  The Dharma rituals for the hoji can be 

easily shared with families living in distant states and abroad, and now even a 

worldwide family reunion is possible. 

 

For Jōdo Shinshū followers, the significance of having a “Hoji” Yearly Memorial 

Service is not for appeasing or consoling the spirits of the deceased, rather it is the 

opportunity to pay tribute to and recall cherished memories of the departed while 

listening the Dharma and for recognizing the true significance of your own “life” 

through them.  And, an important by-product of this custom is the reinforcement of 

family ties with everyone, beyond the immediate family, and a continuity of Dharma-

heritages from generation to generation. 

Gassho, 

Reverend Kakei Nakagawa, Rinban 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The Eight Essentials of our Jodo Shinshu: No. 2 

All sentient beings have their own nature as they are. (Ji 

Nen Ho Ni) 

 

Hello, all Central California Sangha friends! Although we are 

still under some restrictions, Rinban and I actively serve our 

Sangha friends. Some CC churches have resumed in-person 

services, both outdoor and indoor. We also have many events 

via our Streaming service. In my last article, I did not have a 

chance to mention our Poston memorial monument site visit 

from where we streamed our Ohigan Service. Some Visalia Sangha members also 

participated in the service. After the service, I took them for a Poston camp site tour. 

We walked through some barracks and the Adobe-block structure which was used for 

school during camp. One Visalia member wrote an article about his trip experience and 

the article was submitted to the Wheel of Dharma, the BCA Newsletter. Hopefully, we 

will see his article and our group photo soon. I would like to thank Mr. Bob Shintaku 

for providing me with interesting information about Poston, prior to our trip! 

 

My family moved to Central Cal in the summer of 2019. The front yard of our house 

has a rock and flower garden that was made by a previous owner. In the corner of the 

flower bush, there was a tiny vine crawling on the ground. It had thorns, so we guessed 

it was a rose vine. By last summer, it had grown to about 5 feet with multiple thorny 

vines which hurt my wife’s arm while she cleaned the garden. It has no 

flowers blooming and is dangerous to our family, so my wife asked me to remove the 

vines. I convinced her to wait for another season, and I promised to take care of excess 

vines, which I bundled and trimmed. One early April morning, my little daughter yelled 

“Dad!!” from the front yard. I asked her, “what happened?” and she said, “there is a red 

flower.” When I heard “red”, I assumed it could be a rose flower.  There, in the corner 

of the flower bush, was a tiny but brilliant red flower. I told my wife, “It took a long 

time to see the flower. It was not just any vine, but a rose vine. It just took longer to 

bloom than average rose vines.” 

 

If you grow plants, you know their growth varies. I have tried to grow a watermelon 

from seeds for several years. The package says “it is easy to grow. Sweetness is 

guaranteed.” I have yet to see or taste SWEET watermelon from my back yard. I only 

had several green golf balls growing from the stem. 



 

 

Do you have siblings? How similar or different are your personalities? I have three 

daughters. They are living in the same house, eating the same food, and watching the 

same YouTube channels but their personalities are quite different. I sometimes wonder 

if they are really siblings. 

 

These are my personal examples showing the wonder of nature (human nature). Our 

Jodo Shinshu, Nishi Hongwanji founder, Shinran Shonin observed nature carefully, and 

he wrote an article “Jinen Honi” at the age of 86, four years prior to his passing. He 

considered Jinen Honi as an ultimate state of Jodo Shinshu teachings at his very last 

moment. Although Jinen Honi is a very essential word, it is not widely known 

among our Sangha members, so I would like to introduce it to you. 

 

You can find that Jinen simply means “natural” in the Japanese-English dictionary. 

When we say something is natural, it often indicates the opposite of “artificial”. But 

Buddhism does not treat nature and human beings (who creates artificial objects) as two 

separate entities. Some people consider that the human being is above nature because 

humans try to (or can) manage nature by various technologies and knowledges. 

Buddhism sees human beings as a part of nature. 

 

In the article, Shinran Shonin explains what Jinen Honi really means. 

 

Ji means “Nature itself naturally acts.” Nature does not have will or intention. 

Things happen naturally in nature. There is no human will or intention (such as 

good or bad) in it. Nen means “things as such exist as they are.” There is no 

human will or intention in it. Things exist uniquely and their existence is 

supported by the act of interdependence without any boundary or distinction. 

(Shinran Shonin explained it in Japanese as the act of Amida Tathagata’s Primal 

Vow. The Vow is a symbol of inclusiveness, and awareness of interdependence. 

It does not create boundaries or distinction. In other words, we can see things 

exist as they are by the great compassion through Jodo Shinshu teaching). 

 

The act of Amida Tathagata’s Primal Vow is also called Honi. Things exist as 

such as they are by the act of Amida Tathagata’s Primal Vow. There is no human 

will or intention in it. The act is also called Virtue of Dharma. We should know 

that the essential of Jodo Shinshu does not ask for your will or intention, just like 

Jinen, to lead you to be enlightened. All things naturally act 



 

accordingly. 

 

Shinran Shonin treats Jinen and Honi as synonymous words. Jinen - Nature itself 

naturally acts and things as such exist as they are. Honi - Just like Nature, Dharma itself 

naturally makes sense to us, and it teaches us awareness of “as it is” or “suchness”. 

 

When we attempt to control or manage Nature, just like my story above, things do not 

go the way as we expect. It is simply because Nature itself naturally acts and things as 

such exist as they are. Such situations, we call dukkha in Buddhism. When we encounter 

such situations, we may become frustrated or even get angry. Thus, dukkha is often 

translated as suffering. 

 

Do you know the teacher of Shinran Shonin? The teacher’s name is Honen Shonin. He 

is a founder of Jodo Shu school. His name Honen is borrowed from Jinen Honi. 

Sometimes the word Jinen and Honi flips as Honi Jinen. Honen Shonin’s name came 

from “Ho” ni Ji “nen”. Now you know how this idea is so essential to both Jodo Shu 

and Jodo Shinshu teaching. 

 

By knowing Jinen Honi, and without knowing it, our course of life will be very 

different. Instead of challenging Nature, when we live as a part of Nature, we can be 

more appreciative to Nature and ourselves as a part of Nature, by seeing a red rose 

blooming from unknown vines, harvesting green golf balls from sweet watermelon 

seeds, and growing three precious but unique  girls. 

 

Gassho. 

Rev. Kaz Nakata 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

VIRTUAL SERVICES 
 

Rinban Nakagawa, Rev Kaz and 

Rev Midori will continue to l stream 

live Twitter, Sunday services at 

10:00 a.m.  Please join in: 

http://mobile.twitter.com//fresno_nis

hi 

It is not necessary to have a Twitter 

account to watch. 

 

5/2 @ 10am - Combined CC 

Shotsuki Service from Fresno 

 

5/9 @ 10am - CC Family Dharma 

Service from Fowler 

 

5/16 @ 10am - CC Family Gotane 

Service from Reedley 

 

5/23 @ 10am - CC Family 

Dharma Service from Parlier 

 

 

 

 

 

MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND 

SERVICES 
 

The ministers' plans are to conduct 

Memorial Day services as shown 

below.  At the time of this writing, 

Fresno County is in the ORANGE 

tier,  Please contact the Fresno 

Betsuin at (559) 442-4054 for 

updates. 

 

Sunday, May 30 

9:00 Visalia Cemetery 

9:00 Fresno Memorial Gardens 

9:00 Clovis Cemetery 

10:00 Visalia Church 

10:00 Washington Colony 

10:30 Sanger Cemetery 

11:30 Kingsburg Cemetery 

1:00 Reedley Church 

1:00 Hanford Cemetery 

 

Monday, May 31 

8:30 Parlier Cemetery 

9:00 Selma Cemetery  

9:00 Fowler cemetery  

9:00 VFW @ Roeding Park 

10:00 Japanese Interfaith @ Mt    

View Cemetery (pending 

confirmation) 

10:00 Fowler Church  

 

 

The Shotsuki names in the month 

of May are: 

 

Tatsuji Hirasuna 

Hitoshi Nakatsukasa 

Katsuo Yoshimoto 

Kai Yoshimoto 

Yuki Miyaki 

Tokuchi Mukai 

Daigoro Shinkawa 

Natsuye Sakai 

Shizuyo Masui 

Kumaichi Nakamura 

Tojiro Komoto 

Eichiro Matsuoka 



 

Sayo Oba 

Ito Shimamoto 

Koichi Kamikawa 

Kitaro Ideta 

Kaichi Sakoda 

Yukiye Hashimoto 

Yoshitaro Tanaka 

Yoshikazu Kataoka 

Ayako Okamura 

Hitoshi Yoshida 

Douglas Nakamura 

Mary Taketa 

Fumiye Asakawa 

Joan Kimura 

Mariko Tokubo 

Douglas Jun Iwamoto 

Lillian Yuriko Nakashige 

Takashi Higuchi 

Seiichi Kageura 

Hatsuso Uyemura 

Joyce Shimizu-Stone 

Hiteyo Ii 

Don Kubose 

Hitoshi Pete Nakayama 

Yoshiko Kataoka 

Florence Nakayama 

 

 

 
 

 

 

CHURCH TOBAN FOR MAY 
 

 

District  III 
 

Board of Governors: 

Kimihiro Sera 

Craig Sakaguchi 
 

Toban 

Aiko Kamine 

Irene Hara 

 

 

 

 

CC Ministerial Assistant (MA) 

Program classes 

 

5/12 & 5/26 @ 9 am (Rev Kaz) 

5/12 & 5/26 @ 7pm (Rev Midori)   

5/13 & 5/27 @ 7 pm (Rev 

Nakagawa) 

 

CC MAP Seminar with Rinban 

Briones 5/20 @ 7pm 

 

 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
 

Please welcome two new members 

to our Shangha:    Miss Brayden 

Nagata and Mr. Akira Roueche.    

 

 

ANNUAL FELLOWSHIP  GOLF 

TOURNAMENT 
 

 

The 25th annual Fellowship Golf 

Tournament was held  April 17th at 

Ridge Creek Golf Club.  Thank you  



 

to all the volunteers who coordinated 

the tournament, raffle donors and 

tee sponsors.  Thank you to all who 

made this fundraiser for the temple a 

success.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations:   

  

First Place Teams 

Open Division: Keith Doi, Tracy 

Hata, Joaquin Sandoval & Aaron 

Takao 

Women's Division:  Sharon Kerr, 

Sue Yamasaki, Janice Kebo & Lacy 

Barnes 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OBON 2021 

 

Virtual Obon Practice 

 

Obon practice will be virtual and 

scheduled for June 25, July 2 and 

July 9.  Please check the June White 

Path and Geppo for additional 

information. 

 

Virtual Obon 

 

The Central California Obon will be 

virtual on July 10th.  The Fresno 

Betsuin - Family Dharma Center will 

be the onlyLIVE in-person Obon, on 

July 24th.  The Hawaiian Plate 

Dinner will be available that evening. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

April 2021 Donations 

 

 

Hanamatsuri/Shotsuki 

$  200.00             Maryann Miyasaki 

Shotsuki 

 

$  100.00   Rick & Marlene Miyasaki 

$  100.00          Daniel & Karen Nitta 

 

In Memory of Andrew Akira Ii 

One Year Memorial 

 

$  300.00            Thomas, Suzanne,    

                      Juliana & Tristen Ford 

$  200.00  Bernard, Shajin, Brendon  

                                       & Heyden Ii 

$  100.00                                 Eiko Ii 

 

Special Donation 

 

$  500.00                  Eiko Ii & Family           

           In Memory of Andrew Akira Ii 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 


