BUDDHIST CHURCH OF FOWLER

THE WHITE PATH
MONTHLY BULLETIN VOL. 523

September 2022

September Service:
9/11 – Fall Ohigan/September Shotsuki Service. 10AM – Fowler (in-person)
Streaming Service:
9/4 – CC Shotsuki Service - Reedley
9/11 – Fall Ohigan Service – Visalia
9/18 – First Day of Dharma School – Fresno
9/25 - Fall Ohigan Service – Kingsburg
We appreciate your patience and understanding.
We hope everyone remains safe and healthy.

Namo Amida Butsu

2022 Memorial Service Schedule
2021 - 1 year; 2019 - 3 year; 2015 - 7 year; 2009 - 13 year;
2005 - 17 year; 1997 - 25 year; 1989 - 33 year; 1972 - 50 year;
1922 - 100 year

Today, I would like to talk a little about the "Dharma” of
Mahāyāna Buddhism, which is the basis of our Jōdo Shinshū.
What the Buddha calls the Dharma is fundamentally different
from what is called Religion. What the Buddha calls the
Dharma is similar to what Theologians call Religion. But there
is no greater affinity between the two. On the other hand, there
are very significant differences between the two. On this
account, some Theologians do not recognize the Buddha's
Dharma as a Religion. There is no need to regret this for us. The
loss is theirs. It does no harm to the Dharma of the Buddha at all. Rather, it just shows
what is lacking in so-called Religion.
When we learn the teachings of the Buddha, the first thing we need to know is how the
Buddha guided people. Buddha's guidance was unique and unparalleled in other
Religions. Good introductory books in each Buddhist country almost always put on the
following explanation as a way of manifestation of the Buddha's Dharma at the
beginning portion:
1st: Tai-ki Sep-po 対機説法 means the best suitable expression of the teaching for the
target person.
2nd: Rin-ki Ouhen 臨機応変 means the best suitable action according to
circumstances. And,
3rd: Ou-byo Yo-Yaku 応病与薬 means that Buddha teaches and leads according to the
people's way of life, just like a doctor gives medicine according to disease.
They all say the same thing about Buddha’s way. Therefore, attention must be paid
especially to the fact that Buddha shared his teachings taking into account each people's
own conditions.
There is a record of a funny story:
Two disciples of Buddha were having a dispute during Buddha’s funeral. One disciple
said, "Buddha said that people must eat a lot," and the other said, "No, Buddha said that
people must eat less." When asked carefully, the first disciple explained that he was
once very thin and Buddha cared about his health, taught him to "live a disciplined life,
increase his appetite, and eat a lot." And the other disciple explained that he was once
very fat and Buddha cared about his health, taught him to "live a disciplined life, control
his appetite and eat less."

Simply, both of them were just taught by the Buddha according to their respective
conditions. Their dispute was just nonsense. But this story is more than just funny.
Today, 84,000 Sutras are passed down in the Buddhist tradition after 2,700 years. It is
no exaggeration to say that the contents of those Sutras are all different. Some draw
completely contradictory conclusions, and in other cases, the Buddha's recommended
practice method of training is the exact opposite.
Why is that so?
Remember the phrase: "the best suitable expression of the teaching for the target
person."
Just because the reality of a person who had been receiving the guidance in the presence
of the Buddha was different, the human conditions of the subjects of each scripture are
different as such. Because the location of the problems that each one had is different,
the Buddha guided each one to definitely head for Buddhahood, after revealing the most
crucial problems that each follower had.
When we hear the word Tai-ki Sep-po, 対機説法 the best suitable expression of the
teaching for the target person, we immediately remember the story of Kisa-Gotamy, a
female disciple of the Buddha. Kisa-Gotamy had a baby boy who died suddenly. She
couldn't accept the death of her baby, and after his death, she kept holding her baby and
asked each person she met to "give this child some medicine." Her sorrow was so great
that many thought she had lost her mind. An old man told her to see the Buddha.
The Buddha told her that he could bring the child back to life if she could find white
mustard seeds from a family where no one had died.
She desperately went from house to house in the city, but to her disappointment, she
could not find any single house that had not suffered the death of a family member.
Finally the realization struck her that there is no house where death never visited.
She buried her child and returned to the Buddha.
When Śākyamuni Buddha asked, "Kisa-Gotamy, did you get the mustard seed?". KisaGotamy replied, "I'm fine with no mustard seed." "I well understand that death is not
for only my child. Oh, Buddha, oh Serene, oh Free, please tell me how to live in my life
from now on. I want to live my entire life as a free, serene, and righteous person like
you.”

Buddha comforted her and preached to her the truth of the Dharma. She was awakened
and immediately entered the first stage of enlightenment. Eventually, she became an
Arahat, the awakened one.
What would she do if Buddha immediately answered, "Life is impermanent. Your child
will not come back to life?"
I'm sure that she went away thinking, "This Buddha doesn't have the ability to revive
my child. Let's find another sacred person.” This story tells us that the miracle or even
the truth answer is not always a real solution. It is only the real teacher who can guide
person to notice truth-reality by oneself.
Even if people today do not know Buddhism, they know theoretically that there is a
scientific fact of impermanence in this Universe. But what makes us truly aware that
impermanence is my own problem is only by practicing Buddha-dharma. Buddha is
encouraging us to knowing first our true form, then live by relying upon Buddhadharma.
In closing, we should be reminded of Shinran Shonin's famous words in Tannisho, as
follows:
"Buddha's sense-of-care was solely for myself, Shinran, alone."
These never will be the words that are the result of analyzing the contents of the
teachings and generalizing them. What Shinran Shonin tries to tell us is that we are all
one with the Dharma, so he tells us to become ourselves our own light. That's why we
are always saying the Nenbutsu, Namu-Amita-abha.
Namu-Amitābha, Namu-Amitābha, Namu-Amitābha.
Gassho
Rinban Kakei Nakagawa

“Mottai nai” reminds us that we are living in the sources
of appreciation
Hello all Central California Nishi Hongwanji Sangha friends!
The Obon season is officially over in CC. It all began in
Reedley on July 2 and ended in Kingsburg on Aug 6. I
sincerely appreciate all the Sangha friends who volunteered
to host and helped with your participation during the hot
Central Cal heat! I was able to participate to enjoy all CC
Obons this year, and I was so glad to see everyone’s smiling
faces.
In this article, I would like to write about Mottai nai. Have you heard this word before?
It pronounces “Mow-Tie, Nye”. It is a Japanese word and our Jodo Shinshu
fundamental philosophy. The word was worldly recognized in 2005 by, Prof. Wangari
Maathai, a veterinarian, the first female professor in Kenya and recipient of the Nobel
Peace Prize in 2004. In 2005, she visited Japan and was impressed by the idea of Mottai
nai. At that time, she was one of committee members at the United Nations. She
introduced Mottai nai to her committee members and started a “Mottai nai” world
campaign. Mottai nai was translated as Reuse, Reduce, and Recycle – 3 Rs.
Most CC temples are involved in recycling as they have a recycle bins for cans and
bottles. To increase awareness, some temples might have switched from foam
containers to paper containers and have re-useable lacquerware and metal utensils. I
really appreciate their efforts for Mottai nai / Eco Sangha activity in their highest
capacity.
As you may know, Japan is a country of islands, and their natural resources are very
limited. The idea of Mottai nai is embedded in Japanese culture and spirit from ancient
time. Originally, Mottai meant it has usefulness (fundamental value). Nai meant prevent
or against. In ancient Japan, the saying of Mottai nai was used to warn people “it has
usefulness, so do not avoid using it.” It became popularized around Rennyo Shonin’s
time, the eighth master of Jodo Shinshu’s era. He often used “Mottai nai” to express
appreciation and mindfulness for things around us in Recollections of Rennyo Shonin’s
sayings. Here I will share one episode.

One day, Rennyo Shonin was walking down a corridor in the temple, and he
found a piece of paper on the floor. He said to his follower “we should not waste
anything as everything is a part of interdependence of Buddha Dharma.” He
stretched his both hands to pick up the paper and bowed to it to express his
appreciation. Later, his son, Jitsunyo Shonin (9th master) recalled “my father
(Rennyo Shonin) had never recklessly treated or wasted things around us.”
By hearing Rennyo Shonin’s episode, Jodo Shinshu Sangha has learned how important
it is to be mindful of every little thing and such attitude of livelihood leads you to feel
more appreciation in your everyday life. It equals the teaching of the historical Buddha
who reminds us that our everyday life is filled with the sources of appreciation, however
our biased, rushed or blind-faith eyes prevent us to see these sources. We need to remind
ourselves that one piece of paper can be a source of appreciation.
Mottai Nai does not only apply to other things, but also it can apply to ourselves. Don’t
you spend your everyday life recklessly, although our life is not forever? Every single
life is given by millions of billions of past generations, although we can only track back
a few generations. Do you know the name of your great- grandmother? For last 1000
years, we probably have had 40 generations and have had 533 billion ancestors involved
in our birth/life. The life journey of our 533 billion ancestors is behind us like a shade
we see under the sun. That fact tells us that our life is filled with many sources of
appreciation. Gassho.
Gassho.
Rev. Kaz Nakata

In Case You Didn’t Know . . .
Keep up to date on what's happening
at the Buddhist Church of Fowler by
looking at The White Path (Monthly
newsletter)
online.
Visit:
fowlerbc.org If you would like to see
past editions of The White Path, hit
Information, then Newsletter, and
you can go back as far as 2018!

Streaming Services
Even though many temples are
returning to in-person services, Rev.
Kaz will continue streaming the
services listed on the front page, on
YouTube.
If you have any questions, or need
assistance, please feel free to
contact the Betsuin Office Monday –
Friday (559) 442-4054 or Rev. Kaz
at (424) 666-7101.

The Shotsuki names for the month
of September are:
Shotaro Arasuna
Miyako Ezaki
Chisa Kikuta
Hideo Kikuta
Kaichi Matsuoka
Masao Nakamura
Teruko Nakamura
Iwazo Shimamoto
Hatsujiro Sugimoto
Fumi Takasaki
Misao Takemoto

Sawataro Teraoka
Toshi Uchiyama
Inema Wada
Sampachi Yokomi
Naohiko Yoshimura
Sumiye Shimoda
Alice Honda
Alta Matsuko Kikuta
Suno Onaka
Faye Fumiko Namba
Nakayo Nakamoto
Jane Tsuruko Hashimoto
Masao Fujikawa
Masako Higuchi
Takashi Ideta
Masako Tema Yosako
Masao Ishimoto
Sue Sumie Kageura
Ann Ayano Ideta
Betty Harumi Tokubo
Rev Shodo Toyoji Jim Yanagihara
Edward Toshio Hirasuna

Condolences
The Buddhist Church of Fowler
extends its deepest condolences to
the Nonaka and Nakagawa families
on the passing of Mrs. Chizu
Nonaka.
May you always find
comfort in the Nembutsu
Namo Amida Butsu.

Church Toban for September
District IV
Rijis:
Sharon Asakawa
Craig Honda
Toban
Sharon Asakawa
Tayoko Honda

$ 100.00
$ 100.00
$ 100.00
$ 70.00
$
$
$
$
$

60.00
50.00
50.00
40.00
30.00

Mr. Keith Tsukimura
Ms. Aileen Tsukimura
Mrs. Peggie Tsukimura
Mrs. Irene Tsukimura
Mr. Gary Tsukimura
M/M Howard Uyeno
M/M David Tsukimura
Ms. Pricilla Uyeno
M/M Kyle Oki
Mrs. Amy Fujikawa

Special Donation
$ 100.00
CCYABA - Obon
August 2022 Donations
Obon
$ 100.00
$ 25.00
Shotsuki
$ 100.00
$ 100.00
$ 100.00
$ 50.00
$ 30.00
$
$

30.00
30.00

Brian & Jane Nagata
Shig & Aiko Kamine

Brian & Jane Nagata
Gary Yoshimura &
Sandra Chan
Robert & Rose Mayebo
Frank & Linda Fujikawa
M/M Gene & Gale Nakai
& Stephanie
Mrs. Mary Mukai
Blake Honda

In Memory of Ross Kondo
$ 200.00
Mr. Eiji Yamane
$ 150.00
Dr. & Mrs. Art Hayashi
$ 100.00
Bev & Mike Maruyama
$ 100.00
M/M Robert Kondo
M/M Michael Kondo

Nembutsu Seminar/Family Fun Day
Date:
Time:
Venue:

Sunday, October 2, 2022
10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Fresno Betsuin Buddhist Temple

Schedule
9:30 a.m. - 9:55 a.m.
10:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m. - 10:45 a.m.
10:45 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

Registration / Coffee, Juice and Pastries
Family Dharma Service and Installation of CCYBA Officers
Break
Adult Seminar: “Virtual Trip to Hiroshima”
by Rev. Yutaka Kono, Hiroshima Ministerial Training School
Children’s Workshop: Buddhism for Kids for Everyday Calm,
Happiness, and Awareness

11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

Food Truck Lunch:
Papa Murphy’s Teriyaki Chicken Pizza
Taco Truck

12:30 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Sangha Social
Bingo: “Temple Competition”
Bounce House
Shaved Ice

******************************** CUT HERE **********************************

Registration
Registration Fee:

$5/person (11 yrs. and older) includes Food Truck Lunch
$3/child (3 yrs. – 10 yrs.) includes Food Truck Kid’s Lunch and Shaved Ice

Name ________________________________

_____ # Adults

Temple (if applicable)

_____ #Children @ $3.00 = ________

Phone # _____________________________

@ $5.00 = ________

Total

________

Email _______________________________
Deadline, please: Friday, Sept. 23, 2022 Info: (559) 442-4054 or fresnohondo@gmail.com
Mail checks to: Fresno Buddhist Temple, 2690 E. Alluvial Ave., Fresno 93720

BCA Center for Buddhist Education
Living The Dharma (formerly Every Day Buddhism) Committee Presents:

FINDING THE ANTIDOTE TO IGNORANCE
THE THIRD OF THE THREE POISONS
Saturday, October 29, 2022
11:00 am – 1:00 pm (PT)
Guest Speakers:

Rev. Blayne Higa: The Jodo Shinshu Antidote to Ignorance
Rev. Blayne Higa is the Resident Minister of the Kona Hongwanji Buddhist Temple in Kealakekua,
Hawaii. He holds a Master of Divinity from the Institute of Buddhist Studies with a focus on Shin
Buddhist ministry and chaplaincy. He received Tokudo ordination and Kyoshi certification from the
Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha. He is the Chair of the Committee on Social Concerns and Ministerial
Training Committee for the Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii. He also serves on the Board of the
American Civil Liberties Union of Hawaii and Vibrant Hawaii.

Chenxing Han:
Buddhist Antidotes to Racial Prejudice and Ignorance
Chenxing Han is the author of Be the Refuge: Raising the Voices of Asian American Buddhists and the
forthcoming book one long listening: a memoir of grief, friendship, and spiritual care, both with
North Atlantic Books. Chenxing holds a BA from Stanford University, an MA in Buddhist Studies from
the Graduate Theological Union, and a certificate in Buddhist chaplaincy from the Institute of
Buddhist Studies. She is a co-teacher of Listening to the Buddhists in Our Backyard at Phillips
Academy Andover, and a co-organizer of May We Gather: A National Buddhist Memorial for Asian
American Ancestors.

Moderator: Rev. Marvin Harada
Registration
https://forms.gle/vGe49tkifaupJPyE8

Donations gratefully accepted
Click to Donate https://bca.kindful.com/ Scroll campaigns to select CBE
(Donations are processed by BCA Endowment Foundation)

Visit buddhistchurchesofamerica.org email: cbe@bcahq.org or phone: 510.809.1460

