
 

BUDDHIST CHURCH OF FOWLER 

     THE WHITE PATH 
 

 
MONTHLY BULLETIN VOL.   523                                                             OCTOBER   2022 
 
 
Fowler in-person service schedule for 2022: 
 
10/23 - Eshinni/Kakushinni Memorial Service & Monthly Shotsuki svc.-10am 
11/13 - Eitaikyo/ Monthly Shotsuki svc. - 10am 
12/04 - Bohdi Day/Monthly Shotsuki svc. - 10am 
12/10 - BWA Bonenkai svc. - 10am 
 
Streaming Services: 
 
10/02 - Streaming CC Shotsuki Service 
 
 
We appreciate your patience and understanding. 
We hope everyone remains safe and healthy. 
 
 
Namo Amida Butsu 
 

 
 
 
 

   2022 Memorial Service Schedule  
 

2021 - 1 year; 2019 - 3 year; 2015 - 7 year;  2009 - 13 year;    
2005 - 17 year; 1997 - 25 year; 1989 - 33 year;  1972 - 50 year;   

1922 - 100 year 
 



 

     

Eshin-ni and her daughter Kakushin-ni, co-founders of 
Jōdo Shinsh as well as Honganji, the head temple. 

 

Eshin-ni 

Have you ever thought about Eshin-ni, the wife of Shinran 
Shōnin, or his daughter, Kakushin-ni? I often think of them with 
gratitude, and these feelings are just like those of a son to his 

mother. Without doubt, Eshin-ni and her daughter, Kakushin-ni, are the mothers of Jōdo 
Shinshū Buddhism. They never preached like Shinran Shōnin and did not appear in 
front of the people, but this doesn’t mean their contributions were ever small. 

First, remember Shinran Shōnin’s wife, Eshin-ni. She supported Shinran Shōnin 
financially during his years of exile in a remote region with her own inheritance money. 
Above all, she loved and respected him deeply and gave him the full support only a wife 
can give. 

Indeed, no one could be closer to our Shinran Shōnin than the better half.... She 
witnessed his feelings of disappointment, sad moments, hard times, good times and 
happy moments, and experienced them together. 

We all know Shinran Shōnins heavy hardships and his great contribution to all mankind 
as a result, but who had been behind him always, day to day with him? Who was the 
person who Shinran Shōnin was convinced was the incarnation of Kannon Bosatsu after 
that famous spiritual dream? Eshin-ni, as a medieval woman, even though she always 
had to stay behind, could be of immense support to her husband. I think that Eshin-ni 
was such an amazing woman. To us, she is the co-founder of Jōdo Shinshū in Japan 
without doubt. 

I always think about her and venerate her in my mind. She appears to me like those 
followers of Śākyamuni Buddha who are often found in ancient Buddhist iconography. 

Shinran Shōnin is an Awakened One. Even though he was not eligible to attain 
Buddhahood by following Buddha’s footsteps correctly because of his given conditions 
of time and karma, just like us, the Nenbutsu practice of Śākyamuni Buddhas final 
guidance took him to the state of ultimate potential, by realizing wholly the origin and 
its workings in this universe of Buddha’s boundless wisdom. Shinran Shōnin definitely 



 

experienced a moment when the Buddha became him, instead of himself achieving 
enlightenment. 

According to Shinran Shōnin’s clear vision in his deep meditation, Bodhisattva 
Kannon’s (the immeasurable compassion of the original Buddha-nature) 
metamorphoses to Eshin-ni became one with Shinran Shōnin himself in the moment of 
his passing away. So, Eshin-ni was another person of a promised Buddha, and they were 
definitely the first couple of Buddhahood who appeared in the beginning of Jōdo 
Shinshū Buddhism in Japan. These partners in Buddhahood were working together as 
they appeared during their earthly lives to release all beings from delusions. 

Ever since Shinran Shōnin and Eshin-ni, millions of couples have followed the same 
process during the last 800 years in the Shin Buddhist society. They all proved that they 
could realize a realm where they promised Buddha to bow to each other and thank each 
other even in this place of harsh human life. 

 

Kakushin-ni 

Kakushin-ni, the daughter of Shinran Shōnin and Eshin-ni, took care of Shinran Shōnin 
in his later years until his passing in 1263. Ten years after Shinran Shōnin’s death, 
Kakushin-ni built the first mausoleum for Shinran Shōnin on her land which was also 
his gravesite. In 1277, she donated this gravesite for the sake of all Shin Buddhist 
followers as a common memorial facility to Shinran Shōnin. Later this memorial facility 
became known as the Ohtani Mausoleum. She established the system of caretakers 
composed of her descendants who had to maintain the gravesite. This caretaker system 
later developed into what is known today as the Monshu system of Honganji-ha, and 
the Ohtani Mausoleum became the original Honganji mother temple. Kakushin-ni 
devoted her life in order to convey the posterity of the wonderful world of Buddha-
dharma realized by her father, Shinran Shōnin. 

Her time was already about 100 years after the time of Shinran Shōnins teacher, Master 
Honens mass-propagation. The Jōdo Shinshū community was uniquely developed and 
the so-called Buddhist republican community was being formed. 

In that environment, Kakushin-ni, who made full use of the right of inheritance and the 
right to speak equally to men, built the organizational foundation of Jōdo Shinshū, 
which is spreading all over the world 800 years later from the islands of the far-east. It 
can be said that she is an individual that deserves to be called “the mother of the 
Honganji organization.” 

 



 

Shinran Shonin and Esshin-ni’s Family Heritage 

Shinran Shōnin and Eshin-ni had four boys and three girls. She fostered these children 
with her own hands and nurtured them into pure Buddhist humanity. The Honganji 
tradition, which inherited Shinran Shōnin’s Dharma heritage, was passed down through 
her children. Remember the historical fact that from the 13th century onward, the 
Honganji tradition was primarily maternal. This is a valuable record of the historical 
background of Jōdo Shinshū, aka Mainstream Mahāyāna Buddha-dharma. 

Gassho 

Rinban Kakei Nakagawa 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
Did you know that the word “ARIGATO” comes from a 
Buddhist text? 

Rev. Kaz Nakata 
 
 
Hello all Central California Nishi Hongwanji Sangha friends! 
I am so glad to announce that the CC Nembutsu Seminar is 
finally back in person on Oct 2! The concept of the seminar 
is “Buddhist Open House.” I am promoting the seminar in the 
CC Sangha community as the Nembutsu Seminar and in the 

local community as the Buddhist Open House. There will be a bounce house and games 
for the kids’ friendly environment and a taco truck, Teriyaki Pizza, Sno-cone, and bingo 
for entertainment. Please come and join us! 
 
In my last article, I introduced the meaning of “Mottai-nai,” and how the word relates 
to our Jodo Shinshu teachings. In this issue, I would like to write about “Arigato,” and 
how it relates to Buddhism. 
 
When people study Japanese, one of the first words they learn is ARIGATO. Even if 
you have not studied Japanese, you may know the word. Arigato is commonly translated 
as THANK YOU in English. Did you know ARIGATO and THANK YOU have quite 
different meanings? As you may know, THANK YOU has several roots. One of the 
roots of THANK is þanc or þonc in old English. Their meaning is THINK, 
REFLECTION and GRATITUDE. THANK YOU can be understood as “thinking of 
you,” or “I remember what you did for me, and I am thinking of you.”  On the other 
hand, ARIGATO means “rare opportunity or rare occurrence.” It has quite a different 
meaning. ARIGATO is originally derived from ARIGATAKI, a word commonly used 
in essays around 10 th Century Japan. Then a question may arise. Where did the 
meaning of ARIGATO come from?? 
 
We can find the root of “rare opportunity or rare occurrence” in one of the Buddha’s 
discourses. In the Saṃyukta Āgama text, there is a story of a blind turtle and a 
driftwood. 



 

One day, the (historical) Buddha questioned one of his disciples, Ananda. “How do you 
observe the life you received as a human being?” Ananda replied, “I experience it as 
great pleasure.” Then the Buddha shared this story: 
 
“There is a blind turtle in the great ocean. The turtle comes up to the surface for breath 
every one-hundred years. There is a unique driftwood floating in the great ocean. It has 
a hole in the middle of the driftwood. Do you think the turtle’s head comes out from the 
hole of the driftwood when the turtle comes up?” Then Ananda said “oh, Buddha. It 
should not happen. It is nearly impossible!” The Buddha replied “everyone may say it 
is nearly impossible, like you. But we cannot say impossible. It is a matter of a chance 
of occurrence. And born into human life is rarer than this turtle’s story. It is rarer than 
a nearly impossible occurrence.” 
 
ARIGATO and ARIGATAKI means an occurrence that is super rare. In English, we 
say we live our life, but have you thought about how rare it is for you to have your life 
right now? And how rare to encounter your friends, especially Dharma friends? In the 
beginning of the three treasures, it says “Hard to be born into human life,” or “how 
fortunate to be born into human life.” Such a Buddhist attitude to look at human life 
came from the blind Turtle’s story. And such attitude makes us feel that we are living 
and bathing in the aroma of appreciation. When you are not feeling appreciative of your 
life, please remember the story of the turtle, and your ancestors’ smiling face. I am sure 
they will bring you the aroma of appreciation and re-energize you.  
 
Gassho. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Note From The President 
 
 
The Fowler Buddhist Church Golf 
Club (FBCGC) has quietly supported 
the Buddhist Church of Fowler 
throughout the year with proceeds 
from the Annual Fellowship Gof 
Tournament totaling $8,940.00 to 
date, supplying soda and water for 
the Obon dancers, purchasing the 
round black microwaveable 
containers used for the 
Hatsubon/Obon luncheon.  They 
continue to supply various paper 
products like plates and bowls for 
church use, and bottled water, sport 
drinks, sodas and other 
refreshments for the everyday use of 
the church.  They have also supplied 
postage for all church 
correspondence, microwaveable 
storage containers, and much more! 
 
So, the next time you see one of the 
many members of the Fowler 
Buddhist Church Golf Club, please 
give them a big, “Thank you!” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Streaming Services 
 
This months streaming service will 
be the Monthly Shotsuki for all 
Central Cal Temples.  Please check 
the front page for service date. 
 
If you have any questions or need 
assistance, please feel free to call 
the Betsuin Office Monday - Friday 
(559) 442-4054 or Reverend Kaz at 
(424) 666-7101. 
 
 
Church Toban for October 
District V 
 
Board of Governors 
Diane Eskelson 
Cheri Nakayama 
 
Toban 
Alice Fujikawa 
Satomi Hiyama 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

BWA NEWS 
 
The BCA FBWA Conference will 
take place via ZOOM on Oct. 14-16, 
2022, from Sacramento.  This year’s 
representatives will be Sharon 
Asakawa and Irene Hara. 
 
The next Fowler BWA meeting will 
be October 22, 2022, Saturday at 
1pm.  Anyone interested or curious 
are welcome to join us! 
 
 
 
 
The Shotsuki Names for the 
Month of October are: 
 
 
Chiyoto Matsumoto 
Shinayo Miyasaki 
Ben Shimizu 
Teruo Arasuna 
Hachiroemon Nishina 
Kaoru Kamikawa 
Hiroso Yamamoto 
Seki Masuoka 
Ume Takimoto 
Shinayo Tokubo 
Kinjiro Kato 
Sasayo Nakagawa 
Shigeru Morita 
Kumi Fujikawa 
Geraldine Kawano 
Peaches Sugimoto 
Ayako Honda 

Fred Kato 
Nobuo Roy Yosako 
Yoshiye Nakata 
Deborah Asakawa Lee 
Yoshio Floyd Honda 
Johnson Shimizu 
Deviroi Namito Gibson 
Shizue Hirasuna 
George Taniguchi 
Shizuko Emma Kawano 
Toshio Kawamoto 
George Shoichi Miyasaki 
Ayako Kondo 
Toshiye Miyasaki 
Nofuku Yokomi 
Ross Seiji Sakaguchi 
Russell Matsumoto 
Henry Fujikawa 
 
 
 
 
CONDOLENCES 
 
The Buddhist Church of Fowler 
extends its deepest condolences to 
Reverend Kurt Rye on the passing of 
his beloved partner, Mr. Daniel Cota.  
May you always find comfort in the 
Nembutsu.  
Namo Amida Butsu 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

September 2022 Donations 
 
Fall Ohigan 
$    25.00          Gary & Karen Mukai 
$    25.00      Gary & Arlene Keithley 
$    20.00        Ms. Sharon Asakawa 
 
Shotsuki 
$  100.00                     Ken Ishimoto 
$    60.00                         May Mukai 
$    60.00             Greg & Gay Mukai 
$    50.00      Kimihiro & Hitomi Sera 
$    30.00               Ms. Cindy Inouye 
$    25.00                 Carol Takahashi 
$    25.00                   Jan Yoshimoto 
$    25.00               Joe & Irene Hara 
$    10.00                  Miss Yoshiye II 
 
Obon 
$   50.00                   Miss Yoshiye II 
 
Special Donation 
$  204.00                       Honda Boys 
              In Memory of Kevin Nagata 
                Obon Hot Dog/Chili Sales 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

BCA Center for Buddhist Education 
 Living The Dharma (formerly Every Day Buddhism) Committee Presents: 

    
  

FINDING THE ANTIDOTE TO IGNORANCE  
THE THIRD OF THE THREE POISONS 

Saturday, October 29, 2022   
 11:00 am – 1:00 pm (PT) 

Guest Speakers:   
Rev. Blayne Higa:  The Jodo Shinshu Antidote to Ignorance 

 
 
             
Chenxing Han:  
                Buddhist Antidotes to Racial Prejudice and Ignorance 

 
                      

Moderator:  Rev. Marvin Harada 
 

Registration 
https://forms.gle/vGe49tkifaupJPyE8 
Donations gratefully accepted  

Click to Donate https://bca.kindful.com/ Scroll campaigns to select CBE 
 (Donations are processed by BCA Endowment Foundation) 

 Visit buddhistchurchesofamerica.org email: cbe@bcahq.org or phone: 510.809.1460 

Rev. Blayne Higa is the Resident Minister of the Kona Hongwanji Buddhist Temple in Kealakekua, 
Hawaii. He holds a Master of Divinity from the Institute of Buddhist Studies with a focus on Shin 
Buddhist ministry and chaplaincy. He received Tokudo ordination and Kyoshi certification from the 
Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha. He is the Chair of the Committee on Social Concerns and Ministerial 
Training Committee for the Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii. He also serves on the Board of the 
American Civil Liberties Union of Hawaii and Vibrant Hawaii.  

 

Chenxing Han is the author of Be the Refuge: Raising the Voices of Asian American Buddhists and the 
forthcoming book one long listening: a memoir of grief, friendship, and spiritual care, both with 
North Atlantic Books. Chenxing holds a BA from Stanford University, an MA in Buddhist Studies from 
the Graduate Theological Union, and a certificate in Buddhist chaplaincy from the Institute of 
Buddhist Studies. She is a co-teacher of Listening to the Buddhists in Our Backyard at Phillips 
Academy Andover, and a co-organizer of May We Gather: A National Buddhist Memorial for Asian 
American Ancestors.  
 



 

  

Phone: 559.442.4054 
Email: info@fresnobuddhisttemple.org 
Web: www.fresnobuddhisttemple.org 

FAMILY DHARMA CENTER 
2690 E. ALLUVIAL AVE. 

FRESNO, CA 93720 
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FRESNO BUDDHIST CHURCH 

            NEW!                  
     “TASTE LOCAL” SPECIALTIES OF:   
 

                          BROTHERS RAMEN & JAPANESE CUISINE     
               KARAAGE CHICKEN (Japanese Fried Chicken) 
 

            KUNISAMA — CHICKEN BOWL, CHICKEN SALAD 
 

                         YOSHINO’S — CALIFORNIA ROLL SUSHI 

    SUSHI EXPRESS— INARI SUSHI, SPICY SHRIMP INARI  

   

PLUS: RIBS, CROQUETTES, FUTOMAKI, SPAM MUSUBI, AND 
CURRY BOWLS,   

RAFFLE — $2 per ticket 
WIN $1000, $500 OR $250, PLUS OTHER PRIZES!    



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 
Tsukemono Festival Entry Form  

November 12, 2022 
Fowler Buddhist Church 

Or fill the entry form online at: https://forms.gle/F6yMw1Hy7ziM3aPv5 
 

● Please make at least 16 oz (or about 15 pieces minimum) but more is welcome for 
open tasting.  

● You are allowed to enter more than one entry but please fill out a separate form per entry.  
● There are no entry fees.  
● The entry deadline is October 29th, 2022 
● Schedule of events: Doors open at 11am, Open tasting is from 11-1pm, Judging will be at 

1:30pm, We will announce winners at 2:30pm  
 

Name:___________________________________ Address:_________________________ 
 
Phone #:_________________________ Email:_________________________________ 
 
Entry name (or) Type of tsukemono:_____________________________________________  
(*You can attach a “recipe”  document to this form) 
Ingredients:______________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Procedure:________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Historical Information: Is the recipe from Ba-chan, Ji-chan, relative, friend, yours, 
etc.):_____________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

https://forms.gle/F6yMw1Hy7ziM3aPv5


 

 


