
BUDDHIST CHURCH OF FOWLER 

     THE WHITE PATH 
 

 
MONTHLY BULLETIN VOL.   524                                                                November  2022 

 

November Services: 

 

11/06 – Streaming – CC Shotsuki 

11/13 – Fresno -Friends & Family Service combined with Eitaikyo & Shotsuki 

    Reedley – Eitaikyo, Shotsuki & Dharma Service 

    Parlier – Eitaikyo & Shotsuki Service 

    Fowler – Eitaikyo & Shotsuki Service 

11/20 – Fresno – Friends & Family Service 

    Visalia – Shotsuki Service 

 

Namo Amida Butsu 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



     

 

I’m like a stranger in my own home town  

  

Halloween in October, Thanksgiving in November, Bodhi-

Day, Christmas, Kwanza, etc. in December and until New 

Year’s Day 2023, the holiday season continues.   

  

Many people around the world seem to be happy to celebrate 

the holidays during these seasons. But at the same time, many 

people realize that this season is a time of sadness and 

loneliness. For those who live alone, there are no moments 

when they feel their unhappiness and loneliness are more painful than seeing the 

scenery of a holiday family. Holiday Food alone is no recompense for the warmness 

of being among family and friends. For those who live in problem areas around the 

world, the holiday season is not a happy time. This is because there are many conflicts 

caused by the religion that brings holiday.   

  

For all adults, the holiday season brings a sense of nostalgia. And the secret yearning 

that touches something that no longer exists, the first experience of joy and wonder 

that only exists in the memory of an innocent childhood is revived. However, even the 

taste of delicious Holiday food that has been familiar for many years gradually fades 

out. Because, they are decidedly related to the first experience. For many older people, 

even those who are lucky enough to celebrate with their children and grandchildren 

also feel the loneliness of celebrating with those who are no longer with us, along with 

the memories of the holidays.   

  

In fact, even being with loved ones, we can’t even imagine how many people are truly 

lonely during the holiday season, with their fears, worries and sadness that cannot be 

shared.   

Thus, as long as we live in this world, all humanity carries eternal solitude. We are 

born alone and die alone. And no other living soul can fully understand our emotions, 

experiences, joys, failures, happiness, discouragement. Each of us must follow a 

lonely path, and we can hardly reach out to someone and share that loneliness.  

  

Buddhism teaches that the way to break this shell of personal loneliness is to find 

inward rather than seek outward. Because the superficial form that our senses reveal to 

us is just an illusion. And the potential within us is that we can emerge and 

communicate with our individual buddha-nature. Because it is our own Buddha-nature 

that can be part of us that is related to the truth in our real world, which can also be 

shared with all other sentient beings in the past, present and future. When sharing this 

interdependent world, each person is truly connected to others for the first time. All 



individuals are not isolated, and everyone is an integral part of this world. Oceans, 

rivers, mountains, forests and even the whole world are part of us.   

  

If you feel miss and loneliness, please remember “Namu Amitabha”. Recitation does 

not require inference or clarification. No need to understand fully, no need to explain 

anything, no need to convince anyone. Just feel Buddha’s universe first with the 

Nenbutsu.   

  

By knowing the reason for sharing the Dharma by Sâkyamuni Buddha and to call on 

the true name of the Buddha, which embodies the work of the original Buddha-nature, 

and you emerge your individual buddha-nature. And you will find inner peace and 

gain the power of truth.  

 

 

Gassho, 

 

Rinban Kakei Nakagawa 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

My participation in a historic event for the 

incarcerated Japanese Americans 

Rev. Kaz Nakata 

Hello all Central California Nishi Hongwanji Sangha friends! 

On October 2nd, the CCDC hosted its first Nembutsu Seminar 

since the pandemic began. During the pandemic, many CC 

temple and churches discontinued large gatherings, so I was 

unsure how many Sangha friends would show up to the 

Nembutsu Seminar. Interest in the unique attractions of a 

bounce house, Taco Truck, Teriyaki Pizza, and Sno-Cones increased participation to 

over 120. I received many compliments from parents of young children so we would 

like to continue these types of family and children’s friendly events. 

In September, I received an email from Prof. Duncan at University of Southern 

California (USC). I have known Prof. Duncan personally for the last 10 years. When I 

was looking for a MA/Ph.D. program in Asian Studies or Buddhist Studies about 8 

years ago, I contacted him. At that time, I was completing a Master of Business 

Administration degree with 4.0 GPA, and he recommended that I apply to USC, to study 

under him. His offer included a paid Teaching Assistant position, health insurance, etc., 

and made me seriously think about applying to the USC graduate program. My only 

and biggest concern was that USC graduate school required me to be 

a fulltime student. This meant that I would have to leave my full-time 

Kaikyoshi minister position. I really wanted to study under him, but 

I have an especially important mission as a Kaikyoshi minister to 

propagate Jodo Shinshu teachings. So, I found another Ph.D. program 

in Buddhist Studies at University of the West as a part-time student, 

and I am still in the graduate school to complete my dissertation!! 

Anyway, in his email, Prof. Duncan generously invited me to participate in a historic 

event for the incarcerated Japanese Americans, at Japanese American National Museum 

(JANM) downtown Los Angeles. USC hosted the event, and I was provided with all 

transportations between Fresno and LA, and lodging during my stay in LA. They treated 

me so well. The official name of the ceremony is IREICHO installation ceremony. If 

you have ever visited the Manzanar National Historic Site, you may be familiar with 



the term IREI (pronunciation: e-lay) as their white memorial tomb. Written in Kanji on 

the front of the tomb, reads IREITO, a Tower of IREI. 

IREI in general, translates as memorial, but for the IREITO and the IREICHO, IREI 

means in memory of the incarcerated Japanese Americans during WWII. The tower at 

Manzanar stands on the cemetery section, and so I call it a memorial tomb. The group 

of Incarcerated Japanese Americans includes not only the first-generation Japanese 

immigrants, but also non-Japanese descendants who married Japanese or Japanese 

Americans during WWII.  

IREICHO is a record book (CHO) listing the names of all incarcerated victims at the 

seventy-five incarceration camps located in the United States. Since I have come to the 

US, I visited ten main locations several times each, but I did not know that the seventy-

five locations also include several locations in Hawaii. At the JANM, I participated the 

ceremony as a Buddhist clergy, on behalf of Fort Sam Houston Interment Camp in 

Texas. At the procession of the ceremony, I was holding a memorial wooden stupa, 

Sotoba, with a small, capped container containing the soil from this Camp. There were 

75 Sotobas with soil from their locations. IREICHO looks like a big dictionary, 

laminated with a ceramic plate which is made from the soil of these camps. It is a first 

record book which includes all names. At the ceremony, that IREICHO was installed to 

the JANM, and any visitor can search their own name or their ancestor’s name by birth 

date. Incarcerated Buddhist Sangha friends continued Sunday services in these camps, 

although they were under a life-threatening situation. As a result, Jodo Shinshu temples 

and churches remain in our Central California societies this present moment, allowing 

us to enjoy the teaching of Nembutsu. What we have learned through history is that 

many have not learned anything, as we are still observing the conflicts in the world 

today. The Buddha taught us that we are living in the interconnected and interdependent 

life. Even if you are not part of Japanese American 

descendants (me, too as a Japanese immigrant), it is beneficial 

to learn history of their human rights.  

Lastly, I would like to share the reading which I recited with 

all participants: 

From the bombing of Pearl Harbor that shattered our 

everyday lives. From the roundup and imprisonment of 

our Issei (1st Generation, Japanese): priests, ministers, and community leaders. 

From the signing of Executive Order 9066 that forced our confinement. From the 

selling and giving away of all our possessions, fitting the rest of our material 



possessions into one suitcase, and the loading onto trains to a destination we did 

not know. From the seventy-five assembly centers, camps, and detention centers, 

and surviving the bitter cold of winter and stifling heat of summer. From the 

organization in captivity from the ground up: barracks, mess halls, classrooms, 

churches, and temples. For the small joys: dances, sports leagues, hobby groups, 

and community. For courage and heroism of the 442, 100th, 522, 233rd, MIS, and 

other units where Japanese Americans served: Medals of Honor, Distinguished 

Service Stars, Bronze Stars, and Purple Hearts. For the acts of conscience and 

resistance to injustice. For the enduring resiliency of our Issei, Kibei (second 

generation of Japanese descendant who lived in Japan during the WWII), and 

Nisei (second generation of Japanese descendant, first generation as US born 

Japanese Americans). For the success of our Sansei (third generation), Yonsei 

(fourth generation), Gosei (fifth generation), and seven generations yet to be 

born. For the legacy that we give honor and witness to today. 

Gassho 

Rev. Kaz Nakata 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



In Case You Didn’t Know . . . 

 

Keep up to date on what's 

happening at the Buddhist Church 

of Fowler by looking at The White 

Path (Monthly newsletter) online.  

Visit:  fowlerbc.org  If you would like 

to see past editions of The White 

Path, hit Information, then 

Newsletter, and you can go back as 

far as 2018!  

 

 

Streaming Services 

Even though many temples are 

returning to in-person services, 

Rev. Kaz will continue streaming 

the services listed on the front 

page, on YouTube. 

 

If you have any questions, or need 

assistance, please feel free to 

contact the Betsuin Office Monday 

– Friday (559) 442-4054 or Rev. 

Kaz at (424) 666-7101. 

 

The Shotsuki names for the month 

of November are:  

 

Hina Tsuboi 

Wasa Kuramoto 

Shizuno Matsuoka 

Mieko Honda 

Masajiro Miyake 

Tamayo Hirasuna 

Mikiye Mukai 

Haruso Kimura 

Yasuo Fujikawa 

Kenji Takimoto 

Masuno Nishina 

Nobu Shimoda 

Itsuyo Iwamoto 

Haruko Toyama 

Dennis Nakagawa 

Yoshimi Nakahira 

Matsuso Takeda 

Patsy Ashida 

Ben Nakamura 

*Taeko Yamashita 

Chizu Miyagawa 

Marjorie Yuriko Miyasaki 

Fred Masakiyo Sakazaki 

Masami Ray Nishina 

Kenji Takimoto 

Sachiko Onaka 

Shigeru Shig Uchiyama 

Kim Nishina 

Lily Yuriko Kato 

Russell Shimizu 

Toshiko Arasuna 

Mitsuro Tomoyasu 

Harry Honda 

Shirley Honda 

Howard Matsumura 

Tomoko Lily Kawamoto 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://fowlerbc.org/


              District I/II  

Rijis: 

 Ken Hashimoto 

 Rick Miyasaki 

 

Toban: 

 Marlene Miyasaki 

 Ken Hashimoto 

 

 

 

October 2022 Donations 

 

Eshini/Kakushinni Service 

$   20.00     Gary & Arlene Keithley 

 

Ohigan 

$   30.00  Howard & Satomi Hiyama 

 

Shotsuki 

$ 200.00                 Nancy Kawamoto 

            *Applied to Ministerial Fund 

$  100.00  The T. Kawamoto Family 

            *Applied to Ministerial Fund 

$  100.00            Maryann Miyasaki 

$  100.00  Rick & Marlene Miyasaki 

$    50.00    Clifford & Sharon 

 Fukushima 

$   50.00    Tim, Vickie & TJ Allison 

$   40.00         Mike & Nancy Sharp 

$   30.00                     Cindy Inouye 

$   30.00      Kimihiro & Hitomi Sera 

$   25.00                Carol Takahashi 

$   25.00                         Art Yosako 

$   25.00          Janis & Wayne Sutow 

$   20.00                Frank R. Gibson 

$   20.00                Frank R. Gibson 

$   20.00                Frank R. Gibson 

$   20.00               Sharon Asakawa 

$   20.00       M/M Gerald Nakayama 

 

In Memory of Chizu Nonaka 

$  400.00    Family of Chizu Nonaka 

               Susan & Alvin Wong 

     (Late) Gail & Jules Muszel 

               Esther & Allan Nakagawa 

 

In Memory of Shizue Sakoda 

$  400.00                   Junko Jofuku 

                                   Mari Sakoda 

       Art & Lori Sakoda Family  

  Tom & Grace Calewarts & Family 

 

In Memory of Ross Kondo 

$   20.00       Janis & Wayne Sutow 

 

Special Donation 

$   20.00                     Janet Umezu  



 



 



 



 



 



 


