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Fowler January Services: 

1/01 

– New Years Day Service – 8:00am 

 

1/22 

- Hoonko/January Shotsuki Service – 10:00am 



     年頭の辞 

新しい年のはじめにあたり、ご挨拶申し上げます。 

まず、2022年2月に始まったロシア連邦のウクライナ侵攻に対して、私たち念仏者は親鸞

聖人がお示しくださった「世のなか安穏なれ」のお言葉を改めて深く心に刻み、武力による

他国の主権の侵害を強く非難するとともに、一刻も早くウクライナに平和が訪れることを願

ってやみません。 

さて、昨年も、世界では新型コロナウイルス感染症の流行が続きました。新型コロナウイ

ルス感染症によりお亡くなりになられたすべての方々に、謹んで哀悼の意を表しますととも

に、罹患されている皆様、後遺症を患われている皆様に心よりお見舞い申し上げます。また

、医師や看護師をはじめとする医療従事者の方々、ライフラインの維持に努めておられる方

々に深く敬意と感謝を表します。 

新型コロナウイルス感染症の流行は、科学技術が発達し、医療も進歩した世の中にあって

も、私たちの予想できない事柄が現実に起こるということを知らしめました。仏教を説かれ

たお釈迦様は、この世を諸行無常であると示されました。約2500年たってもそのことに変わ

りはありません。そして、この真理をそのままに受け入れることができず、悩み苦しむ私た

ちの姿も変わることはありません。 

それ故にこそ、新型コロナウイルス感染症の流行以前も以後も変わることなく、親鸞聖人

が説かれた浄土真宗のみ教えが、日々悩み苦しむ私たちの生きる支えとなります。阿弥陀如

来を中心とするお寺の集まりは、み教えを聞く場であると同時に、同じみ教えを依りどころ

とする私たちがお互いに支え合い助け合って、安心して集うことのできる場でもあります。 

皆さまには、今後も様々な工夫を凝らして、広くみ教えを伝えられることで、お寺に多く

の方が集まり、その誰もが心穏やかに過ごせる場所となりますことを願っております。そし



て、引き続きお寺の活動にご理解とご協力を頂きますことをお願い申し上げ、年頭のご挨拶

といたします。 

 

2023年1月1日 

             浄土真宗本

願寺派            

 門主 大谷光淳  
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New Year’s Greeting 

 

 Happy New Year, everyone! At the beginning of this New Year, I would like to extend my best 

regards to you all. 

 In view of the Russian invasion of Ukraine that began in February 2022, as Nembutsu followers 

who have deeply inscribed in our hearts and minds Shinran Shonin’s message of “May there be peace in 

the world,” we firmly stand against the military infringement of the other nation’s sovereignty, and also 

aspire for immediate return of peace in Ukraine.   

 Over the last year, COVID-19 continues to be a global pandemic. I would like to offer my 

deepest condolences to those who fell victim to the disease and express my sympathies to those who are 

undergoing treatment. I would also like to express my respect and sincere gratitude to the doctors, nurses, 

and other frontline medical professionals who have been engaging in the treatment of infected people, as 

well as all essential workers who have made it possible for us to continue with our lives. 

 The pandemic has forced us to learn firsthand that we will continue to be confronted by 

unexpected situations even in modern times despite technologies both in science and medical fields being 

highly developed. Sakyamuni Buddha, who passed on the Dharma to us, made clear that there is no life 

nor entity in this world that lasts forever. This truth, the principle of impermanence, has never changed 

even in this time and age approximately 2500 years since his time. Another fact that does not change is 

our inability to accept this truth as it is, and because of this, we continue struggling.  

 This is the very reason why, regardless of the pandemic, we can rely on the Jodo Shinshu 

teaching clarified by Shinran Shonin, which guides us as a spiritual foundation that enables us to move 

forward even when being overwhelmed with difficulties. A gathering at the temple with Amida Buddha 

as its center provides a great opportunity to receive the Dharma as well as an occasion in which people 

can support and reassure one another as fellow practicers who follow the same teaching.  

 I hope you will continue to share the teaching within the greater society through various ways and 

your temple will or continue to serve as a place where people can gather and find comfort in its activities. 

I humbly ask for your understanding and cooperation in support of your temples. I would like to conclude 

my new year’s greeting with my heartfelt appreciation to you all. 

 

January 1, 2023 

 

OHTANI Kojun 

Monshu 

Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha 

 

 



 Shin-nen Ake-mashi-teḥ, Ome-deto-wu                                                        

(new year’s day is broken and all buds are sprouting) 

I Wish You a Happy New Year! 

As we enter the New Year 2023, we are looking 

forward to the beginning of another year of Central 

California Sangha activities:  Seven Chapters, English 

Howakai and Japanese Howakai, BWA, Dharma 

School, Junior YBA, Various Dharma Study Classes, 

Meditation Classes, Camping in the Sierras, Gumyo 

Taiko and other cultural classes/activities are going 

forward in full swing. 

With the completion of the Hondo of the Fresno Betsuin, now is the time for us to 

try to transform the practice of Dharma from its long period of stagnation into a 

suitable way into the future.  

Let's think about the future of C.C. Sangha… 

When I should mention activities, especially in the history of the Buddhist 

Churches of America (BCA), you'll remember that a large number of good things 

for its foundation were established in the old C.C.  during the 1930s to 1940s:  

Dharma School for English-speaking students, training programs for English-

speaking Dharma School Teachers, Neighborhood Howa-kai (Dharma-gathering), 

Lay-speakers program for Sunday Service, etc…. 

Everything was the traditional Shin-Buddhist action led by the Buddhist 

understanding of Shinran Shonin.  Issei/Nisei pioneers in  Central California 

carried on the true life-style that Buddhism teaches us, even though they lived in 

much difficult circumstances. 

Today, all Central California Buddhist Temples are facing many changes, and we 

are responding to these changes at a time of generational change. 

To live as a Buddhist in America is an exciting experience, and we’ll continue to 

meet and bring inspired Dharma Friends together in activities like this to ensure 

that our Sangha remains at the cutting edge. 



As many people in this country have already begun to realize, when people 

sincerely hope for a peaceful society with fewer incidents of violence and less 

mutual hatred, the last hope is the teaching of the Buddha. 

Namōmitābhaḥ - How boundless the wisdom that overflows from buddhahood is! 

Reverend Kakei Nakagawa, Rinban 

 

 

.  
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New Year with New Events - Sangha outings and 

more! 

Rev. Kaz Nakata 

Happy New Year to all Central California Nishi 

Hongwanji Sangha friends! We welcomed the start of year 

2023. Again, I would like to express my deepest 

appreciation to all of you for your support and guidance 

during 2022. I sincerely hope that you will continue your 

support to your respective CC temples and churches. 

Each month, I have been attending 4 temple/church board 

meetings whether in person or via zoom. Last Spring, their boards started discussing 

whether they will fully open their facility to Sangha, after they had tested a “partial” 

opening for several months. Since, they have been discussing how they can welcome 

back their Sangha friends to their Sunday and weekday church activities like before 

the pandemic. 

Visalia Buddhist Church has their board meetings on the first Tuesday of each 

month. Their official board meeting starts at 7pm, but I always leave my house at 

5pm on that day to attend their 6pm board dinner at KFC at the Visalia shopping 

center. During the dinner, many topics are discussed. One of the discussion topics 

of September was how to motivate their members back to Sunday services. I 

commented “our members come on Sundays, not only for listening to the Dharma, 

but also for chatting so they can enjoy their friendships. While churches have been 

closed under restrictions, many public and private business have been reopened. 

Why don’t we plan for an outing to restart friendships with fun.” My comment 

became an idea at the KFC and was added to the board meeting agenda. Visalia 

BWA leadership graciously arranged the outing, and my idea was named “Visalia 

BWA Fun Trip with Rev. Kaz”. I told them even if we get a handful people for the 

outing, we will just do it for fun. Based on their membership, I thought if we get a 

half dozen of people, it would be successful. On November 19th, 15 members arrived 

for the outing. I thought it was a great turnout for their membership.  

One of their BWA leaders, Kathy Ishimoto wrote an article of the outing. I would 

like to share it with you. 

 



“VISALIA BWA TRIP TO THREE RIVERS” 

Several weeks ago, at Reverend Kaz’s suggestion, we started planning a small side 

trip to somewhere local just to get away. He felt we needed a distraction from our 

quarterly fundraisers and we needed to get together for something fun, not work. We 

decided on having lunch in Three Rivers with a stop at Reimer’s on the way home. 

We met at the church on November 19, 2022 at 10am and in four cars, caravanned 

to a quaint little town, Three Rivers with 17 people to eat lunch at the Gateway 

Restaurant. If you’ve never been to Three Rivers, the drive is about a 45-minute 

scenic drive from Visalia straight up Highway 198 east. We all were a happy group 

after a satisfying, delicious lunch; sandwiches and hamburgers with the best fries 

ever! And if that wasn’t enough, we stopped at a long time, local confectionery in 

Three Rivers, Reimer’s Candies for their specialties; chocolate candy, candies, and 

ice cream. Some of us braved crossing the street to purchase some yummy beef 

jerky, as well as other types of exotic jerky….elk, deer, alligator, etc. Then we sat 

and soaked in that beautiful sunshine while eating our ice creams. 

General consensus was the weather was beautiful and the company was great! We 

will definitely do this again sometime soon, maybe a different locale and just as fun. 

In Gassho, Kathy Ishimoto 

 

I strongly believe that our temple and churches are the place for learning Buddha 

Dharma to make our life more appreciative and meaningful, as well as enjoying 

friendship. I am sure our CC leaders are planning to launch new activities or events 

for our enjoyment. Buddha Dharma teaches us that things are constantly changing. 

So, we must adjust ourselves to the post-pandemic environment to continue to make 

our Buddhist society enjoyable.  

 

Gassho 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



In Case You Didn’t Know . . . 

 

Keep up to date on what's 

happening at the Buddhist Church 

of Fowler by looking at The White 

Path (Monthly newsletter) online.  

Visit:  fowlerbc.org  If you would like 

to see past editions of The White 

Path, hit Information, then 

Newsletter, and you can go back as 

far as 2018!  

 

 

 

BOARD OF GOVERNORS  

AND TOBAN 

 

District V 

 

Rijis: 

 Cherie Nakayama 

 Diane Eskelson 

Toban 

 Satomi Hiyama 

 Alice Fujikawa 

 

 

 

The Shotsuki names in the 

month of January are:  

 

Shitsu Yamamoto  

Shika Sera  

Sakuhei Nakayama  

Yaichi Kikuta  

Sadakichi Shimoda  

Motoshiro Kurata  

Tame Ii  

Mitsuyo Sakohira  

Shunsuke Uchiyama  

Rika Okudo  

Shizuye Morishige  

Tane Hiyama  

Hikoichi Hiyama  

Otomatsu Ninomiya  

Harue Nishina  

Hatsuno Nishina  

Becky Honda  

Taka Taniguchi  

Tamayo Nakamura  

Yoshio Tokubo  

Hideichi Yamane  

Takeo Fujikawa  

Otona Hagihara  

Toyoso Kuramoto  

Toshio Nakagawa  

Frank Namito Masui  

Hatuye Natori  

Dick Iwamoto  

Fred Akira Honda  

George Miyake  

Vernon Mayebo  

Ichio Takeno  

Dorothy Morita  

Teri Uchiyama  

Ayako Shimizu  

Mikio Uchiyama 

Dorothy Takeno 

 

 

 

http://fowlerbc.org/


December 2022 Donations 

Year End 

 

$  500.00                 Ron & Maxine    

               Yoshimoto 

$  150.00   Arthur & Alice Fujikawa 

$  100.00            Revs. Bob & Patti  

                                   Oshita 

$  100.00                 Ikebana Class 

$  100.00 Rick & Marlene Miyasaki 

$    25.00     Rodney Kikuta Family 

 

Bodhi Day 

 

$   50.00 Kimihiro & Hitomi Sera 

$   30.00                 Jan Yoshimoto 

$   25.00             Joe & Irene Hara 

$   25.00    Gary & Arlene Keithley 

$   20.00                    Blake Honda 

$   20.00    Arthur & Alice Fujikawa 

 

Special Donations 

 

$  100.00                 Ikebana Class 

                    Use of Meeting Room 

$   60.00                  Ikebana Class 

                            September 2022 

 

Shotsuki 

 

$   50.00            Maryann Miyasaki 

$   50.00                  Ron & Maxine  

                                Yoshimoto 

$   30.00                 Jan Yoshimoto 

 

$   30.00             Howard & Satomi  

                                       Hiyama 

$   30.00                       May Mukai 

$   30.00           Greg & Gay Mukai 

$   30.00    Gary & Arlene Keithley   

$   25.00         Shig & Aiko Kamine 

$   20.00                       Earl Honda 

$   20.00                  Barton Ashida 

 

In Memory of Hiroko J Meyer (Ii) 

& Gary M Meyer 

 

$  900.00                     Allan Meyer 

 

In Memory of Marge Miyasaki 

 

$  300.00 Donald & Irene Miyasaki 

 

 

Please Note:  Corrections to 

November 2022 White Path 

 

- $40.00 donation In Memory 

of Russell Matsumoto, 7th 

Year Memorial from Shigeko 

Nakayama, not Shigeko 

Matsumoto. 

 

- $30.00 donation from Jan 

Yoshimoto should be for 

Eitaikyo Service, not 

Shotsuki. 

 



 

                                                                                                                                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               



 



 



 


