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March Service Schedule: 

3/05 – Spring Ohigan, March Shotsuki, Dharma School – 10:00 am 

 

 

April Service Schedule and Events: 

 

4/02 – Hanamatsuri, April Shotsuki, Dharma School – 10:00 am 

 

4/15 – Fowler Buddhist Church Fellowship Golf Tournament – Ridge Creek Golf Course 

           11:00 am Tee off 

 

May Service Schedule and Events: 

 

5/07 – Gotan-e, May Shotsuki, Dharma School – 10:00 am 

 

5/28 - Fowler Buddhist Church Dharma School Centennial Celebration –  

          10:00 am 

 

5/29 – Selma Cemetery Service – 9:00 am 

           Fowler Cemetery Service –10:00 am 



                   

   Shotsuki, the monthly memorial service 

 

The following words by Doshu of Akao, well-

known as the Myokonin who was guided by 

Rennyo Shonin, are handed down as follows: 

 

“As a matter of daily concern, you should never 

neglect the morning service at the family altar; you 

should make monthly visits to the nearest temple to 

worship the Sect founder, Shinran; and each year 

you should make a pilgrimage to the Mother 

Temple….” 

 

The marvelous Myokonin lay follower, Akawo-no-Dōshū, was a person who met 

Rennyo Shonin in the15th century.  He knew Shinran Shonin's teachings and lived, 

embodying the spirit of gratitude, and came closer to Buddhahood. 

 

By the way, I am worried that some of you may think that all people become 

Buddhas when they die. This is not true. If that were true, Christians and Muslims 

would also become Buddhas. Buddhism is not a religion that teaches such self-

righteousness. 

 

Needless to say, the goal of Buddhists is to become a Buddha, and it is only 

Buddhists who can become Buddhas. Shinran taught that a person who says, "Namu-

amitābha," wholeheartedly, is a true disciple of Buddha. This is because such a 

person has come to know the true heart of the Śākyamuni Buddha. 

 

We recite the Nenbutsu and chant the sutra on any occasion. In Jodo Shinshu, 

everything we do, whether it is financial offerings or Dharma offerings, is nothing 

more than the service of repaying the Buddha's kindness.  However, the precious 

Dharma that is proclaimed through such Dharma causation is not in vain. Because 

of its precious virtues of the Buddha, those who come into contact with such Dharma 

causation, whether they are themselves or others, ancestors, or descendants, are 

bound in some way by a deep connection and certainly receive their precious 

benefits. 

 



Now that we are holding the Shotsuki Monthly Memorial Service with our personal 

memories, the only thing we can do is to say the Nenbutsu. First of all, let us recite 

the Nenbutsu earnestly. If we do this, we will feel that we are firmly connected to 

the life of the deceased.  For what purpose is the Memorial Service held? Is it so 

the deceased can enjoy the Pure Land or so they can attain Buddhahood? 

  

I can say that all Buddhist services, fundamentally, are a chance for us to send these 

words: "Thank you for raising me" to the beloved deceased.  I really feel that I was 

raised by the daily casual words and actions of many people. Therefore, the service 

to remember the deceased is conducted with the reminder: "Thank you for raising 

me" to the deceased.  

 

All people who attend the Shotsuki Memorial Service today are those who had some 

kind of relationship with the deceased on the Shotsuki list. It is not that they may or 

may not be directly related to you in any specific way but that they may have made 

you aware of something important. All Buddhist memorial services are occasions to 

say, "Thank you" and "Please continue to work with me," at the same time. It is not 

a place to confirm the farewell in this life. 

 

Shinran Shonin once said: 

  

“Those who reach the state of pure happiness, 

Return to this mundane world of the five defilements, 

Where, like the Śākyamuni Buddha,  

They benefit sentient beings without limit.” 

 

If you could emerge your individual Buddha-nature through Nenbutsu living, you 

will surely become the Buddha in the next stage, and you will return to the mundane 

life of this world, and as if you were Shakyamuni Buddha, you will work to liberate 

people from their suffering and troubles. 

 

Those who have passed on to the state of perfect peace and utmost joy will return to 

the heart and mind of those who are closely related, after becoming a Buddha without 

interval. In our heart, through the memories of our parents and other people with 

whom we are closely related, we are going to examine our own egoistic and self-

satisfied thoughts gradually. Then our Nenbutsu turns sounding as, "Oh, yes, that's 

right."  Death is not the end of a person. The true and real life of the deceased will 

always be with those who are closely connected, forever. They are always alive in 

our hearts. 

 



For 2,700 years, Jodo Shinshu has been a continuous tradition of the essence of 

Buddha-dharma, and since the moment of Śākyamuni Buddha's intone of the 

Nenbutsu, "na mō mi ta ba", the unique dharma experience through Nenbutsu 

Practice has continued regardless of historical and cultural background among 

Nenbutsu practicers.  Countless people have attained Buddhahood and have already 

returned to some world. 

 

I suppose that the sounds "na mō mi ta ba" may suggest the origin of the universe 

and the motive for the life process.  It is worth it to try it, isn't it? 

 

Gassho 

Rinban Kakei Nakagawa 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

“Thank you, thank you… the importance of 

visitation”   

 

Hello to all Central California Nishi Hongwanji Sangha 

friends! February was another stormy month with rain, 

thunder, and hail. When the hailstorm passed over my 

house, my daughters were so excited to see the nickel 

sized hailstones and ran out to the backyard with their 

umbrellas.  While watching them jump around and 

hearing their screams of excitement, I recalled that in my childhood I did exactly 

same thing as they were doing. How did you react during the storms, in your 

childhood? When you see me next, please share your memory with me! 

In this article, I would like to share my experience on “visitation”.  

Currently I have been enjoying conducting two monthly services at two assisted-

living facilities, Vintage Gardens and Fairwinds. 

At the Vintage Garden service on the first Friday of each month, about 30-40 

residents gather.  I am not only conducting the service with chanting and Dharma 

talk, but also, I walk amongst the residents while I sing old songs and dance like an 

entertainer. I always stay until the last resident leaves from the social hall by greeting 

each resident. A lady pushes her walker to approach me. She always holds my hands 

for a while, then says “thank you, thank you. Talk was good.” She is Mrs. Mukai of 

Fowler. When I deliver my Dharma message, she always looks at me. She nods when 

I talk about Shinran Shonin and Namo Amidabutsu. I know she is not sleeping, 

because when she nods, I see her reciting “Namo Amidabutsu”. When I see the 

participants nodding, I feel so grateful that they are enjoying their life as Buddhists. 

Another lady comes up and shares not only what has happened since my last visit to 

the Vintage Garden but also shares her childhood memories. I am always amazed at 

how she remembers her childhood. 

At the Fairwinds service on the third Monday of each month, about ten residents 

gather. After a short 15-minute service in the “TV room”, we move to the other room 

for discussion.  Even though we only have one-hour, the gathering starts at 9:30 and 



sometimes lasts till 11:30. One of the ladies, Mrs. Yoshimura, a member of the 

Fowler Buddhist Church says, “you always explain things with everyday simple 

English so we enjoy learning and talking with you. That is why we often forget how 

long we talk”.  

Now you know why I have been enjoying visitations. 

This month is exactly the third year since the Covid-19 pandemic was declared. 

Since last year, CC temple and churches have been resuming their services. 

Recently, when I conducted a Sunday service at a church, a gentleman approached 

me after the service and said “oh, reverend, finally I could see you. I had been 

hospitalized for a while, although I wanted to talk to you.” So, I replied to him, “oh, 

sorry I did not visit while you were hospitalized. You could have called the church 

or me, so that I could have visited you when you were in the hospital”. He was 

surprised and said, “I didn’t know you do visitations.” I replied, “I do. I am here in 

Central Cal for that reason.” 

In the previous temple and district where I served, I was making various visitations 

under the social welfare committee. I often drove to houses, hospitals, and assisted 

living facilities, sometimes with the BWA ladies. It is great that people are attending 

services at temple and churches, however there are people who are unable to attend 

for various reasons. Our Jodo Shinshu founder, Shinran Shonin often made 

visitations, instead of waiting at his home during his life in Northern Tokyo area. If 

you or someone that you know would like to see or talk with a Central Cal reverend, 

please contact me! I would be happy to visit and talk with you!  

Gassho 

Rev. Kaz Nakata 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



In Case You Didn’t Know . . . 

 

Keep up to date on what's 

happening at the Buddhist Church 

of Fowler by looking at The White 

Path (Monthly newsletter) online.  

Visit:  fowlerbc.org  If you would like 

to see past editions of The White 

Path, hit Information, then 

Newsletter, and you can go back as 

far as 2018!  

 

 

BOARD OF GOVERNORS  

AND TOBAN 

 

District III 

 

Rijis: 

 Kimihiro Sera 

 Craig Sakaguchi 

 

Toban: 

 Aiko Kamine 

 Irene Hara 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Shotsuki names for the month of 

March are:  

Mitsujiro Yoshimoto  

Wakichi Shimizu  

Rose Nakamura  

William Tadashi Kondo  

Hana Yoshimoto  

Shikuici Ii  

Masayoshi Teraoka  

Toyomo Teraoka  

Kazuo Namba  

Seinosuke Nakamura  

Kayo Kikuta  

Toyoso Kuramoto  

Al Kataoka  

Yoshiko Miyake 

Kiyono Mukai  

Moto Kamine  

Ayano Hirabayashi  

Shigeko Yoshida  

Hiroshi Asakawa  

Ann Kawaguchi  

Miyeko Kamikawa  

Florence Sadako Shimada  

Yoshio Ideta 

Ida Shimizu 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://fowlerbc.org/


Fellowship Golf Tournament 

 

The 27th Annual Fowler Buddhist 

Church Fellowship Golf 

Tournament is on April 15, 2023, at 

Ridge Creek Golf Course in 

Dinuba. 

 

Registration, Donation and 

sponsorship forms can be found 

below.  Please consider joining us 

for golf, donating to the raffle and/or 

being a Tee Sponsor. 

 

For questions contact Ken Okajima 

at kenokajima@hotmail.com or  

(559)480-6530.  

 

 

Fowler Buddhist Church 

Dharma School Centennial 

Celebration 

 

Have you heard?   

 

The Fowler Buddhist Church 

Sunday School/Dharma School is 

celebrating it’s 100th Anniversary! 

 

This wonderfully brilliant idea came 

from Brian Nagata and Rev. Patti 

Oshita, two alumni.  They wrote in 

their proposal, “Thanks to many 

ministers and volunteer teachers 

through the years, the Nembutsu 

teaching has been passed down to 

five generations of members now. 

… we invite all students and former 

students to return home to join in 

the centennial celebration and to 

join us in expressing our gratitude 

to our ministers and teachers…” 

 

Please help us contact any past 

members of the Fowler Dharma 

School and forward their contact 

information to Barton Ashida at 

ashidabarton@gmail.com. 

 

Mark your calendars for Sunday, 

May 28th at 10am for service, is 

lunch and fellowship.  Attendance 

donation is $30.00 per person for 

lunch and expenses. 

 

 

 

February 2023 Donations 

 

Nirvana Day 

$   30.00     Arlene & Gary Keithley 

$   30.00                 Jan Yoshimoto 

$   30.00             Howard & Satomi  

                                       Hiyama 

$   25.00              Joe & Irene Hara 

$   20.00         Derek & Yim Honda 

 

 

In Memory of Mitsuko Mitsy 

Nakamura 

$   25.00                    Akiyo Ashida 

$   20.00    M/M Gerald Nakayama 

$   20.00   M/M George Hashimoto 

 

mailto:kenokajima@hotmail.com
mailto:ashidabarton@gmail.com


Shotsuki 

$  100.00  Arlene & Gary Keithley 

$  100.00              Roy Kawamoto 

$   50.00                Jan Yoshimoto 

$   50.00  Kerry & Jerry Nakagawa 

$   50.00                  Ron & Maxine  

                                    Yoshimoto 

$   30.00   M/M Gerald Nakayama 

$   30.00                      Janie Yuen 

$   25.00     Wayne & Janis Sutow 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Central California Nikkei 

Foundation 

 

Shredding Community Service and 

Fundraiser 

 

Saturday, April 29, 2023 

9am to 12 noon 

Securely dispose of personal documents, tax papers, 

Books-hardback & paperback. 

  

Limit:  20 Banker Sized Boxes per car 

 

Cost:  $15 per Banker Sized Box 

 

Cash or Check only 

Please make check payable to CCNF 

 

Event will be Drive-Thru   

Boxes will be emptied from your trunk/tailgate and returned 

 

                               Held at Vintage Gardens 

540 S. Peach Ave., Fresno  

Questions contact:  Susan Hayashi – 325-1457 or text 906-8540  

Seniors who cannot drive to the event, call Susan by April 15 

and arrange for pick-up. 



 



 



 


